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THE 


PREFACE 


HE Importunity of Friends (that old Excuſe) is my 

Juſt and leading Apology for appearing at this time 

in Print; I have rarely, fince my Call to the Mi- 

niſtry, found a Freedom to preach, never to publiſh 

any thing relating to Public Aﬀairs z, and tho I 

was inlarg d at this time to ſay thus much; ſo far was I from 

deſigning to tranſmit my Thoughts to the Preſs, that they had 

dwelt only with the Hearers, had not their repeated Requeſts 
handed them out to the World. 

Thou muſt (Reader) expect nothing here but plain Truth, 


4 ſuitable to the Plainneſs, both of the Auditory and the Preach- 


er. And tho _ dealing ie but coldly entertain d by moſt, I 
am not ſo much oblig d, or careful to 1 — a Crowd, as to 
go out of my Road for it: I expect Vollies of Cenſures, Ca- 
lumnies, and Curſes againſt both my Perſon, and Performance, 
from Trimmers of all ſorts, but in truth I ſo ſcorn that lore 
of Creatures, whatſoever Show they wear, or by what Name 
or Party ſoever they are diftinguiſh'd, that I glory in their 
Reproaches, and count their Cenſure Fame, inſomuch, that if 
Such mine Adverſaries, ſhould write a Boo againſt me (or 
encourage, as beretofore, their Mercenary Scriblers in ſuch 


Drudgery) ſurely I would take it upon my Shoulder, 00 
in 


Job.31.35,36 


5 


The Preface. 
bind it as a Crown to me, as I have formerly done: Tet ne- 
thinks, ſuch whoſe whole Cry is for Modzration, /hould diſ- 
cover a little of it in their Refleftions,. but alas ! your mo- 
derate Gentlemen in Gods Cauſe, are ever found the moſt fur 
riom of all others in their own Cauſe, againſt ever 7 ; 
a miſerable Inſtance hereof we have lately ſeen, Ho a tall 
Anakim hath moſt invidioufly revil'd alittle FOE of his, who 
bad, by much, the better of him; and not content therewith, 
HOW inſolently doth he treat all who hate the Tricking and 
Trimming, the Doubling and Cringing in Religion, of which 

be hath been ſo long a Practitioner, that now be thinks him. 
ſelf fit to _—_ a doughty Champion for ſuch Occaſional Con- 
formity ; tho it muſt needs be ſaid, hereby he labours to pull 
down the Living Temple, and to be rather putting away, than 
purſuing the Bleſſedneſs of the Righteous ; Such Preachers 
and their Followers (as one well Jays) do not keep their 

Ut Veſtirum Conſciences at One, but turn them as Diagenes did his Tub, 

6c Senten- ſtill towards the Sun ; as is their Garment, ſo is thew 

tiam habeas, Opinion, they ve one for home | their own Church] and ano- 


_ aliam dome- ther for abroad [the National Church] and tho zo fill up the 


— aliam Megſure of their Sins, this Abomination of Defolation (Oc- 
renten caſional Conformity) ſhould paſs for the preſent unpuniſh'd by 
Men; yet ſhall the triumphing of Temporizers be but ſhort, 
for ſurely their Sin will find them out, and will be one day 
puniſb'd by the Judge of all the Earth, who loveth Righ- 
teouſneſs, and hateth ſuch Iniquity. Some charge the decay 
of Religion upon expoſing of Prieſt craft, but certain it 18, 
that Religion hath loft moſt of its Credit and Glory among 
Men, by the deicftable Temporizing of ſuch pretended Mi- 
niſters, who by their Latitudinarian Conformity, any way, as 
Intereſt ſerves, do diſcourage their Hearers from walking in 
the one and only narrow way of Truth, and lead them in 
Paths of Schiſm; therefore the expoſing of this Evil in 
Preachers, is the way to make Religion flouriſh, by ſhowing 
that the Meaſures of it are not to be taken from [ach Mens 
Prallices. | | 
= Abundance of Excuſes are minted, and thrown about by 
fuch, to make therr Trimming Currant ; alt which tocighd 
in the Ballance of the Sanctuary, are fond at beſt but _— 
| an 
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Inſtitution, is condemn'd on Pain-of Damnation; * [ Behold I 
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and Reprobate Silver ; when Judgment is laid to the Line, 
and Righteouſneſs to the Plummet, ſuch Refuges of Lies 
(hall be ſwept away; the Waters of the Sanctuary will 
overflow ſuch hiding Places: Nay, which 7s ſtrange to ſay, 
and yet moſt true, the Fieads of ſuch Goliahs [their Argu- 
ments] are moſt eafily cut off with their own Swords, even 
their Capital Plea taten (as they pretend) ſrom the Apoſtles, 
obſerving at ſome times ſome of the Jewiſh Rites and Cere- 
monies, ſerveth as well for all, as for any Conformity ; 
the ſame way ibis excuſes Occaſional, ut will juſtify Total 
Conformity, for which it hath been a+ much urg'd by ſome : 
A bare Mention of four Things, diſcovers this Bed to be 


ſhorter, than that any Occaſional Conſormity- man, can 
ſtretch himſelf on it, and the covering Narrower, than that 


he can wrap bimſelf in it. 1. Let it be conſider d, That 
whatſoever Rites and Ceremonies the Apoſtles obierv'd, they 


were once of Divine Inſtitution, which zs more thun they can 


ay for ſuch as they ingage in. 2. The total Abolition ct all 
theſe Rites and Ceremonies was not evident to a// Chriſtians 
at the time when any of them were obſery'd by the Apoſtles. « garum ne. 
Jer, 3. Even the Apoſtles complyance with Jewiſh Rites and godus pur 
Ceremonies, is ſeverely cer ſur d in Holy Writ ; Witneſs the necefliraris 


Harp Rebuke Peter recerv'd from Paul, and the ſharper Re. ſecunda in- 


bukes Paul bimſelf met with from the Hand of God, for bis differentiæ 
Occafional Conformity. 4. Before the Canon of Scripture #449 abſti- 
was ſeaPd, the Obſervation of Ceremonies, once of Divine — 


Paul ſay unto you, if ye be circumciſed, Chrilt ſhall profit Gal. 5. 1. 4. 


you nothing | how much more then ſhould Chriſtians abſtain Ge. 


from being ſubjett to, touching or taſting of any Rites and Ce. Col. 2.20.24 
remonies only after th ; 


Commands and Dottrines of Men? but 

theſe things can't here be inlarg'd upon ;, this Hint may ſhow, 

in whet a Diſtemperd Condition our Occafional Conformity- 

men are; but their Anger I doubt not, for all my Labour of 

Love, will be ſo kindled againſt me, as that they will cry out, | 
Why cameſt thou hither, we know thy Pride, and the Naugh- 1 Sam. 17. 


tineſs of thy Heart; 10 whom 1 ſhall only make David's Re. 28, 29. 


ly; What have I now done is there not a Cauſe? Some 


: haply may be ready to charge ne; Thou ſeekeſt not the 


Jer. 38. 4. 
Wel 37. 13,14. 
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Welfare of this People, thou falleſt away to the Chaldeans , 
to ſuch my Anſwer ſhall be the ſame with Jeremiah's, tis falſe, 
Vid. Sermen. or (as 'tis in the Margent) It is a Lie: I oppoſe ſinful Con. 
formity only, not a conſcientious Liberty; Tet after all] queſtion 


rot, but many will continue their Cry, Great is our Diana, of 


Occaſional Conformity; a Craft this is which brings us in no 
{mall Gain, and therefore, away with ſuch a Feitow from 
the Earth, tis not fit that he ſhould live, by whom this our 


fo 
s * 
+. 
«9 
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Craft is in danger to be ſet at Naugbt : ler having a ga 


Cauſe, and a good Conſcience; for which 1 bleſs my God, I 
Magna eſt dread neither the loud Koaring of Bulls, or the ſecret 
Hiſjjing of Serpents, as knowing, that Truth, which 7s dearer 
to me than all, ſhal! prevail over all; therefore commending 
the Truths here deliver d to him whoſe they are; with Luther 
I rejolve, ny how much ihe more mine Enemies rage 
* againſt me, ſo much the more will I go on; I ſhall leave 
« former things that they may bark at them, and go on to fur- 
c ther things that they may have ſomething more to bawl at, 
Nunquam and let them Bawl their Hearts out ( as we ſay) they 


pre alebir, 


periclitarur ſhall never hinder, thro' Grace, my honeft Indeavours for the 


religio nil Glory of God, and the Good of the Faithful, ob/trufted by none 
iter Rever- ore than ſuch as would be calld Reverend Sirs, of «obo 


nclitmos. Reader do thou beware, for they will greatly withſtand the 


Words of Truth, with reſpett to whom, and the Apoſtate a/- 
ſociates of ſome of them; I cloſe with a Saying of that Bl 


fed Confeſſor, William _ well | — edfaſily in the 
neſs, 


* Goodneſs of God, the Worldly Covetouſneſs, and the Luſty 


Living, and the fliding from the Truth of theſe Runagates, 


« ſhall be to me, and to many other Men and Women, an Ex- 


** ample, and an Evidence, g flifly by the Truth 


ee of Chriſt, <4 
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NuMB. xxiii. ver. 23. the latter part. 


And according to this time it ſhall be ſaid of Jacos 
and of ISRAEL, What hath God wrought ? 


HESE Words as exceeding ſuitable ro this Day, being 

impreſ{s'd upon me, by God's Grace I ſhall ſpeak from 
them, what may be proper to raiſe our Thankful- 
nels to God at this Seaſon. 


Firt, Shewing their Connection. 
Secondly, Explaining. And 
Thirdly, Apphing the Words. 


Firſt, See we the Connection of theſe Words; To underſtand how a 

Text comes in, is a great advantage in ſpeaking of and hearing from it: 

The Connett ion of theſe Words is very notable. The Childreniof Iſrael 

[(the peculiar Servants and Favourites of God) in their Progreſs towards 

8 Canaan, were now come near to Jordan, where the Lord gave them 
a mighty Victory over Sihon and Og (great and powerful Kings of the 
Amorites) after which they ſetting forward, pitch'd in the Plains of 
Moab, on this fide Jordan by Jericho; Balak King of Meab being ſorely 
diſtreſs d, partly at the ſight of their Numbers, and parth at — Ty- 
dings of their Fears, ſends for Balaam a Sorcerer, a Southſayer, a Di- 
viner (in plain Engliſh a Comurer) that he might curſe theſe People, 
and ſo they might the ſooner be deſtroy'd: Balaam after many Repul- 

ſes from God, from his own Conſcience, from the Angel of the Lord, and 
from the very Beaſt he rode upon, at laſt made his way ro Balak, be- 
ing loth to loſe thoſe great Preferments and Advantages of which Balak 
made him the proffer But when he came to his Work, tho he went 
about to inchant the Iſraelites, and to hurt them by his Divinations, 

he was prevented by God in his Deſign; ſo that in one place and in 
K not her he found no Succeſs, but inſtead of Curſing was forc'd to Bleſf, 
*® God turning his intended Curſes into real Bleſſings; God over- rxufd 
the Diviners Tongue now, as much as the Tongue of his Af before; 

> (fo that a ſevenfold Bleſſing is he forc'd ro pronounce, anſwerable to the 
pe ven Altars he built from thence ro as ; Balaam is here made to 
LY _ 2 Lords People by diſcovering a ſevenfold Grace of God to be on 

eir ſide. 
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Rom. I 1. 29. 


Gen. 31. 43. 
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1. He declares the Immut.tbiliry and Uncliangeableneſs of the Grace 
of God for his People; God ij not a Man that he ſhould” lie, nor the Son 
of Man, that ke ſheuld repent : Hath be ſaid, and ſchall ke net do it? or 
kath ke ſpcken, and ſhall ke net make it goed: Tho (faith he) you would 
have me curſe this Pecple, yer God will not ſuffer them to be curled, 
becauſe he is unchangeable, God hath ſaid they ſhall be bleſſed; now 
God is not a Man that he ſhould lie, nor the Son of Man, that he ſhould 
repent, Indeed there are Men, who having ſworn and given up theme 
ſelves ro the Lord, do yet make nothing of Perjury and Covenant- 
breaking; bur God is not like Man, whar he harh ſaid he will do, 
what he hath (poken he will make good: How unlike then are they 
to God who do not whar they ſay 2 who make nor good what they 
ſpeak ? God is not a Man that he ſhould /s lie, nor the Son of Man 
that he ſhould thus repent * This Immutability cf God is the Security 
of his People, he is the ſame to day, yeſterday, and for ever: He is 
the Lord that changeth nor, therefore we Sons of Faccb are not conſu- 
med. The Gifts and Callings of God are wit heut Repentance : What God 
hath given he will not repent of, he will not take back: tis nor ſo with 
perjur'd Apoſtates, Renegaco's : What they give they repent of, they 
are forty that they've given any thing to God, and his Saints. Like 
wicked unjuſt Laban, Theſe Daughters (faith he to Faceb) are my 
Daughters, and theſe Children are my Children, and theſe Cattle are 
my Cattle, and all that thou ſeeſt is mine: Tho his Daughters he had 
given to Jacob, who had ſerved him fourteen years for them, the 
Children were born to Faceb, and the Cattle, Facob had dearly earn'd by 
his hard Service; yet becauſe he quarrels wich Jacob, this Metcb chal- 
lenges all for his own : Jult ſo ſay Apoſtates concerning thoſe things 
they had given ro God, and his Servan:s (when they come to have a 
Quarrel with them) all theſe things are mine; theſe are true Labans, 
at firſt Jacob is tteated by them wonderful kindly [Come in thou bleſſed 
of the Lord, why ſt andeſt then without? ] But in a ſhorr time, upon any 
Diſtaſte, they are ready to ſeize and take away all they ever gave to 
Jacob. But tho this be vile Mans way, God is unchangeable, he can- 
not lie, he will not repent ; he hath ſaid Jacob and 1/-ae! ſhall be bleſ- 
ſed, and they ſhall be to, he harh ſpoken ir, and he will make ir good; 
he will ſtand ro his Word, and this is his Saints Security. 

II. We ſee the Command of God for the Bleſſing of his People; 
Behold Tve received Commandment to bleſs, and I cannot reverſe it, as if 
he ſaid, I would curſe them with all my heart, bur I can't, I would 
fain pull back Gods Bleſſings from them, and pull down Curſes on 
them, but I can't ; God hath given a Command to bleſs, and I am 
not able to reverſe it ʒthere is ſuch a Command from God for blefling 
his People, that all their Enemies are not able to reverſe, they would 
do it, but they cart ; the Command of God ſecures Bleflings to all 
his People; David was ſo ſenſible of this, that he cries ro God, Let 
them carſe, but bleſs theu : God hath given a Command, to ſecure all 
| Bleſſings 


SE 


Ble{ings to his People out of Zion, thence the Lord hath commanded Pal. 128. uit. 
the Bleſſing, even Life for evermere 3 thence God will command E- 

verlaſting BleiTings for Jacob and Iſrael, notwirliftanding all the Divi- 

rations of their Enemies; there have been many miſchievous Devices 

of the Enemies againſt Gods Church in all Ages, but fince God harh 

commanded a Blctling for his people, all their Enemies cannot re- 

verſe it. 

III. The Love and pardoning Grace of God, ſecures Bleſſings to his 
people; He hath not beheld Iniquity in Jacob, he hath net ſeen perverſe- 
neſs in Iſrael; the Lord hi God is with him, and the ſhout of a King u V. 21. 
among them, there can be no curſing them, for the Lord their God is 
with them, and the ſhovr of the King of Glory is among them; there 
is a Text in Deuteronemy, which ſeems to thwart this, They have cor- ch. 32. 15. 
rupted them ſelves, their Spot is not the Spot of his Children, they are a 
perverſe and crooked Generation 5 This Text was ſpoken 2 after 
concerning the ſame 3 3 here tis ſaid, God doth not ſee Iniquity 
in Facob, nor Perverſeneſs in Iſrael, and there we read, they are a per- 
verſe and crooked Generation; How can theſe two places agree ? 
I anſwer, 

1. Ti true, there was a perverſe and crocked Generation among them; 
where Chriſt hath a Church, the Devil will have a Chappel ; tome a- 
mong Profefiors will be wicked and abominable, and fo 'twas here; 
and yer there is a holy Seed among them that is nor perverſe, in 
whom God dorh nor behold Iniquiry, which holy Seed the Lord counts 
as the Subſtance of his people; and therefore he ſaith he ſeeth no Ini- 
quiry in Faceb, nor perverſeneſs in Iſrael, becauſe there is in Fgcob and 
in Jrael a holy Seed that hath nor Perverfeneſs. 

2. Tho they were a perverſe People, yet God had pardoned their per- 
werſeneſs ; tho he ſaw it in them, yet he would rake it away from 
them, that the Enemy might have no advantage againſt them; Look, 
as a tender Father who ſees Wickedneſs and Perverſeneſs in his Child, 
and corrects him for ir himſelf; yet when others would take the ad- 
vantage thereof to abuſe the poor Child, he will (as twere) nor fee 
or own the Evils of his Child; ſo doth the Lord by his people; 
wharſocver Faults are in them, and he corrects them for, yer he will 
not ſuffer his Enemies to curſe them; God hath ſo much Love to his 
people, that he ſees no perverſeneſs in them. You've a comfortable 
Word from God, to this purpoſe, In thoſe days, and in that time (faith 
the Lord) the Iniquity of Iſracl ſhall be ſought for, and there ſhall be Jer. 59. 20, 
none, and the Sins of Judah and they ſhall not be found, for I will pardon 
them whom I reſerve : tho Balaam here ſought for Iniquity in 1/rael, 
there was none, and for Sin in Judah, it was not found: how 10? They 
had got Sins, but the Lord had pardoned them; God will pardon, 
throw behind his back, caſt into the depth of the Sea, the Sins of his 
people, and therefore he faith, he ſces no Iniquity nor Perverſeneſs 


in them. 
B 2 3. Israel 


Pſal. 68. 35. 
Pſa). 111. 6. 


v. 23. 
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3. Iſrael was nor ſo perverſe at this time, as afterwards, when Balaam 
taught Balakto lay Stumbling-blocks in their way; at thi time the 
were ſo humble, that God would ſee no Iniquity in them, becauſe 
there was no Perverſeneſs in them; indeed if God ſees no Perverſeneſs 
in us, he will ſee no Iniquity in us. If we are not perverſe and ob- 
ſtinare, if we can be reclaimed, if we can be brot low before the 
Lord, we ſhall then find the Bleſſing of God, notwithſtanding all our 
Iniquiries ; that which brings the Curſe upon us, is, when we are 
obſtinare and perverſe in Sin; when we are humble and bro't down 
to the foot of God, the Lord will ſee no Iniquiry in us; 'tis obſti- 
nacy and perverſeneſs added ro Iniquity that provokes God; if we are 
not perverſe in Sin, but will humble our ſelves under the Mighty 
Hand of God for Sin, the Lord will ſee no Iniquity in us. 

IV. The Power of God ſecured the Bleſſing to his People, and 
therefore Balaam could not curſe them; God bro't them out of Egypt, 
be hath as twere the Strength of an Unicorn; God ſaith he) is on their 
lide, he hath appeared for them, and brot them out of Egypt, he is 
the Strength of his People, and therefore his People hath as it were, 
the Strength of an Unicorn; God is on their ſide, and where the 
Power of God is for any, there can be no Curſe on them, that Power 
will puſh down whatſoever oppoſerh his people: This Balaam ſpeaks 
again in the next Chapter, God bro't him forth out of Egypt, he hath 
as it were, the Strength of an Unicorn: This ſtuck mightily in Balaams 
Stomach ; rhoughr he, what will nor that God do for his People,who 
hath bro'r them out of Egypt? The ſame Power cannot fail to carry 
them thro' all, and to deſtroy all that would oppoſe them; where 
there is a true truſting to God, and a depending upon him, the Lord 
will exert and put forth ſuch Power in the Defence of his people, 
that all their Enemies ſhall not be able ro oppoſe : This the Fſalmiſt 
ſpeaks of; O God, thou art terrible out of thy haly Places; the God of 
Iſrael # he that giveth Strength and Power unto his People, bleſſed be God! 
Gods Power will ſecure his people againſt all the attacks of their Ene- 
mies, for he hath ſhown unto his People, the power of his Works, 
that he may give them the Heritage of rhe Heathen; God having 
thown Faeob and 1/rael his Power in bringing them from Egypt, there 
is no curſing them, for Gods Power is on their fide to the End. 

V. The Care of God for his people keeps them from the Curſe » 
Surely there is no Inchantment againſt Jacob, neither is there any Divi- 
nation againſt Iſrael ; as if he had ſaid, I've done what I could by 
Inchantments to curſe them, I have divined againſt them, bur I pro- 
feſs my Art fails me, I can do them no hurt, the Care of God over 
them reſiſts all that I do againſt them, John Fox tells of a famous 
Magitian in Germany, who uſed to do great Fears, and delude the 
= 3 William Tindall (whom God made uſe q to tranſlate the 

ible into Eng/iſp) being once preſent when the Mꝑgitian was about 
his Work ; Iindall earneſtly pray d, that God woud ſo baffte the At- 


tempts 
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(9) 
tempts of Satan, chat his Emiſſary might be able ro do nothing; the 
Magirian tried his Art again and again, but all in vain, and ar laſt 
was forc't to confels, ſome one or other there preſent hinder'd him: 
The good Man's Faith overcame the Works of the Devil: So here 
| faith Balaam, there's no Inchantment againſt Jacob, nor Divination 
againſt I/rae/ ; I've been ſacrificing, praying, and doing whar I can, 
that I might enchant them, but I can't prevail, if my Divination 
could have done them any hurt, I had effected it, bur alas! my En- 
chantments have no Succeſs againſt them: God rook ſuch peculiar 
A Care of his people, that even Balaam could not hurt them: We in 
this place can praiſe God for Mercy like this, tho we've had many 
Diviners divining againſt us, yet they've been able to make nothing 
of their Divinations ; fo that we may ſay, Stand now with thy Inebant- 
ments, and with the Multitude of thy Sorceries, wherein thou haſt labrur- 
ed from thy Youth, if ſo be thou ſhalt be able to prevail, theu art Fearied 
in the Multitude of thy Ceunſels; let now the Aſtrologers, the Star- ga- 
xers, the Monihly-Prognoſt icaters, ſtand up, and ſave thee from thoſe | 
things that your come upon thee, behold they ſhall be as Stubble, the Fire 
ſail burn them; God will cut ſhort all the Magical Arts of his Enc- 
mies againſt Jacob and Iſrael, let them ſtand forth with their Enchant- 
ments, they ſhall make nothing at all of them. 
VI. The Morks of God ſecure his people a Bleſſing; according to v. 23. 
thy time, it ſhall be ſaid of Jacob and of Iſrael, what hath God wroupht ? 
: God hath wronghr ſuch Works for them, that all the Counter-work- 
ings of their Enemies ſignify nothing; the great Works of God for 
his people bring Bleſſings upon them, and Salvation to them, let the 
Enemies do what they can againſt them; therefore let us come and 
behold the Works of the Lord, and what De ſolations he hath made on Pial. 46. 8. 
the Earth, for Gods wonderful Works are a Security to Jacob and I/. 
rael againſt all the Curſes of all their Enemies. . 
VII. Gods Promiſe to his people will bring a Bleſſing down upon 
them ; Behold the people ſhall riſe up as a great Lion, and lift up him- 
fſeif as a young Lion, and ſhall not lie down until he eat of the Prey, and V+ 24. 
drink the Blood of the Slain; Here's a gracious Promiſe to the people 
of God, that they ſhall be like a Lion, terrible to their Enemies; and 
like a young Lion, ſo ſtrong and vigorous, that they ſhall nor lie down | 
till the ve got the Prev, a Promiſe is this, that will ſurely confound 
1 all the Enemies of God, In the next Chapter this is ipoken again, 
7 he couched, he laid down as a Lion, and & a great Lion who ſhall ſti: him 
wp 2 Bleſſed x he that bleſſeth thee, and curſed * be that curſeth thee ch. 24. . 
The true Saints of God fhall be like Lions upon their Enemies, they 
ſhall rend ſuch in pieces as ſhall attempt to curſe them: A norable 
Promiſe the. Lord hath made unto us of this; The Remnant of la- . 
cob (rho' it be but a Remnant, ſmall in Number, yet the Remnans Mic. 5. 8. 
of Jacob) ſpall be among the Gentiles, in the midſt of many people, as 4 
Lion among the Beaſts of tle Forreſt, as a young Lion among the Flecks 
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of Size, who i he poeth thro', both treadeth down, ani teareth in pieces, 
and vene can deliver! God will make the Remnant cf Jacob (hat 15 
ſetr of him) as terrible to their Enemies as a Lion among Bealt; 
LCarraliſis] or a young Lion to a Flock of Sheep [Common Profe ſors] 
this is the Promiſe of God to his people; And who then can curſe 
them ? Thus we've ſeen how Balaam, inſtead of curing Jacob and 
Ijrael, was conſtrain'd to pronounce vpon them, a ſ2v23-fo/d Bleſſing 
from Gcd : Some Obſervations from hence, in a general way, I 
would give ycu, before we come ro conſider the Words of the Texr 
more diſtinctly. Note, 

(.) Jacob and Iiracl are the Horlds Burden, this is an obvious Re- 
mark from hence; all true Sainrs are a Burden ro the Earth, the 
World hates them, it cannot abide them, twould fain drive them our 
of the Earth; God's People are terrible from the beginning hitherto, 
tho they are a ſcatterd peeled People, yet are they a Terrour to the 

ch. 12.1, 2. Earth, for thus ſaith the Lord who ſtretcheth out the Heavens, and layeth 
the foundations of the Earth, and formeth the Spirit of Man within him : 
Behold, I will make Jeruſalem a Cup of trembling to all the People round 
about, when they ſhall lay ſioge both againſt Judah and againſt Jeruſalem ; 
and in that day will I make Jeruſalem a burdenſome Stone to all People, 
all that burden themſelves with it ſhall be cut in pieces, tho all the People 
of the Earth were gathered together againſt it. The Church of God 
harh always been, and yer will be a burdenſome Stone to the World; 
it hath been an exerciſe and a plague to the whole Earth, and will be 
lo, eſpecially ro Apaſtates: So ſaith Obadiah, The Houſe of Jacob ſhall 
be a Fire, and the Houſe of Joleph a Flame, and the Hyuſe of Eſau 
(Apoſtates) for Stubble, and the Joſeph and Jacob) ſhall kindle in them, 
and devour them, and there ſhall not be any remaining of the Houſe of 
Eſau, for the Lord hath ſpcken it: Its God's Truth that the Saints ſhall 
conſume all their Apoſtare Adverſaries. Ir hath been fo in all Ages, 
cis ſo now, and in procels of time it ſhall be ſo much more; they that 
meddle with Saints ſhall ger nothing by it but Confuſion, they do bur 
kick againſt the Pricks. Note, 

(2dly.) Nen the Enemies can't oppoſe the Saints of Gon by Force, they 
wil do it by Fraud; Moab could not fairly oppoſe Facob and Iſ7ael, and 
therefore would do it cowardly; they would hire Baiaam to conjure 
againſt rhoſe. whom themſelves could nor fight, Thus many B.laams 
Preachers and Profeſſors of our Day, who dare nor oppoſe the Saints 
open!y, yet ſecretly, clandeſtinely, underhand can prate againſt them 
with malitious Words; in Taverns, or Coffee-heuſes they peep, mutrer- 
ing, whiſpering, divining, ſourhſaying and propheſying againſt whom 
they care not openly ro encounter : Look, as Balaam would have con- 
ſulted with the Devil ro curſe Facob and Ijrae!, ſo Do many now a- 
days according to the Old Verſe; 
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phet) for my hurt, my Wound j grievous, and I ſaid tru'y ths j a Grief, 

and I muſt bear it, (why, what's the matter? whar cauſe is there for all 

this Grief ?) For the Paſtors are become bruit:ſh, and have not ſouzht the v. 21. 

Lord, therefore = they not proſper, and all their Flechs ſhall be ſcattered. 

The Paſtors of Churches {ſpecially where there are two Paſtors to one 

Church) are become bruitiſh, and in order to deſtroy the People of 

God the Enemy doth make uſe of theſe Bruitiſh Paſtors, You find 

che Sins of thoſe that were fer over the People, occaſion d much Gricf 

ro the Prophet: You've many notable Scriptures to ſhew what Hand 

the Pri-fts have in all Miſchief; My Heart within me (ſaith Feremiah) Jer. 23. 9. 

x breken becauſe of the Prophets, ail my Bones ſhake, I am like a drunke» 

Mun, and like 63 Man whem Wins hath overcome, becauſe of the Lord, 
an 
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and becauſe of the words of his Holineſs : How ſo ? Fx the Land r full of 
Ariulterers, becauſe of Swearing the L and mourneth ; the pleaſant Places of 
the Viilderneſs are dried up, and their Courſe xs evil, and their Force M not 
ig For both Prophet and Prieſt are prophane, yea, in my Houſe have I 
found their Wickedneſs, ſaith the Lord, Ive ſeen Folly in the Prophets of 
Samaria (the corruprer ſort) they propheſied in Baal, and cauſed my People 
Ifrael to err, I've ſeen alſo in the Prophets of Jeruſalem (Prerenders to 
Purity) an horrible Sin, they commit Adulteries, they walk in Lies, they 
Rtrengthen the Hands of evil doers, that none doth return from their Wick- 
ednefs : They are all of them as Sodom, and the Inhabitants rhereof as 
Gomorrah : Therefore thus ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, concerning the Pro- 
phets, Behold, I will feed chem with Wermwood, and make them drink the 
Water of Gall: For frem tbe Prophets of Jeruſalem Prophaneneſs gone 
forth into all the Land. Hence, Tis ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, Hearken 
not unto the Words of the Prophets that make you vain ; they ſpeak a 
Viſion out of their own Heart, and not out of the Meuth of the Lord: They 
fay ſtill unto them that deſpiſe me, the Lord hath ſaid ye ſhall have Peace ; 
and they ſay unto every one that walketh after the Imagination of his own 
Heart, no Evil ſhall come upon you : Pray mark, ſay they, you may 
wa as you will, God will not be angry for this, or that; for who 
kath ſtood in the Counſel of th? Lord, and hath perceived and heard hr 
word, who hath marked his word, and heard it2 Who is there (ſay 
they) thar underſtands the Mind of God, abour this, or that > you 
are left ro your Liberty, you may do as you will, we can find nothing 
in Gods Word about ſuch Matters: As an Effeminate Preacher could 
BRAG, that the word Effeminate was nor in the Bible, till ſham'd our 
of his Ignorance by his Concordance ; Bur alas, How long ſhall it be in 
the Heart of theſe Prophets, to propheſy Lies? yea, tbey are Prophets of 
the Deceits of their own Hearts, which think to cauſe my people to forget 
ny Name by their Dreams, which they tell every Man to his Neighbour, as 
their Fathers have forgotten my Name for Baal. You ſee how miſchiev- 
ous the Prophets were to the people ; therefore, Behold I am againſt 
them which do propheſ5 falſe Dreams, ſaith the Lord, and do tell them, and 
cauſe my people to err by their Lies, and by their Lightneſs, and yet 1 
ſent them not, I commanded them not, therefore they ſhall not profit this 
people at all, ſaith the Lord God ; the Prophets by their Lies, and b 
their Lightneſs, by their lying Talk, and by the Lightneſs, Frothineſs 
and Vanity of their Lives, by their Wickedneſs and Corruptions they 
deſtroy their Flocks ; and for oppoſing theſe their Abominarions, they 
ſeek the Ruin of Facob and 1/rae/, tho' their Malice ſhall turn to a 
Bleiling, and be our Mercy! 

(4thly.) Even falſe Prophets, who have not the Spirit of God ſavingly, 
may by Fits and Seafons, ſpeak great Truths of God: Balaam the Diviner, 
here ſpeaks Many high and myſterious Truths; ir is a common Say- 
ing, ſuch a Miniſter muſt needs be a good Man; Why ſo > Oh he 
preacherh good Things; he opens the Doctrine of Juſtification well, 

he 
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he treats well about SanCtification; it may be fo, and yet he be 
no good Man ; this is no more than Vitious m_ have done, and may 
do: Bur conſider ; 1. Doth not your very Conſcience tell you he 
don't ſpeak all good ? 2. And know you not that he prafices not the 
Good he preaches ? Indeed few care to hear the Truth of God univer- 
ſally and impartially ſpoken, and fewer care to attend where the Prac- 


rice of Truth is urg d! They will rather go where the Truth is par- 


tially ipoken, and partially obey d, under pretence that ſome Truth is 
ſpoken: By this Rule you might have heard Bulaam, and may hear 
a Papiſt, or Mahometan preach ; for all ſay ſome good things: Alas 
for dach whom a few good Words and fair Speeches delude | Too ma- 
ny ſimple Souls rhro' Covetouſneſs with feigned Words, are made 
Merchandize of; there are that ſpeak great ſwelling Words of Va- 
nity, to allure People rhro' the Luſts of the Fleſh (ſpecially the goſter- 
ing Antinomians that talk much of Juſtification from Eternity, bur ſhow 
little of Sanctification in time) I muſt tell you (tho tis an affrontive 
Truch) that many of the Prophets and Preachers of this day, are 
worſe than Balaam ; They miniſter not ſo honeſtly as Balaam ; I 
will bring you word (faith he to the Princes of Meal) what the Lord 
ſpall ſay unto me; and again, if Balak would give me his Houſe full of 
Silver and Gold, I cannot go beyond the Word of my God, to do leſs, or 
more; Where is this to be found now in People or Preachers, that 
they will not go beyond the Word of the Lord for a Houſe full of 
Silver and Gold, to do leſs, or more? A ſmaller quantity will 
prevail with many, to do the greateſt Evils ; few need to be rempred 
with a Houſe full; yet Balaam laid, he would nor depart from Gods 
Word, to do leſs, or more, tho' Ba/ak would give him an Houſe full 
of Gold and Silver, he would neither abate of the Word of God, 
nor ad to it. Again we find Balaam ſaid unto Balak, Lo I am come 
unto thee, have I any power at all to ſay any thing ? The Word that God 
putteth into my Mouth that Iſhall ſpeak ; Pray mark, The Word that 
God pur into his Mouth, that he would ſpeak, how few can make 
this Declaration with Balaam 2 When the Word af God was plainly 
told by him, Balak could not bear it, as neither will people bear it 
now, if a Man fay nothing but Gods Word; however Balaam was 
ſo faichful, as vhialy to tell Balak, he would ſpeak nothing elſe : So 
in this Chapter, when Batak was diſturb'd, becauſe Balaam curſed 
not 1/rael, ſaith he, Muſt not I take heed to [peak that which the Lord 
hath put into my Mouth 2 J muſt needs take heed to ſpeak that which 
the Lord would have me to ſpeak. Now Friends, hat do you think 
of thoſe miſerable Preachers who come ſhort of Balaam's Faithful- 
neſs > A fad thing tis to think how many Preachers fall ſhort of 
what Balaam arrivd to! Again we find him ſaying, All that the 
Lord ſpeaketh unto me, that will J do; I muſt ſpeak that, and nothing 
elſe ; this I am ſure of, they are worſe than Balaam, that dont give 
nced to peak Gods Word, and = and all his Word, who preach 
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either moe or 4%; people will ſay, their Preachers ipcax many 
good things, What is that to the purpoſe ? Balaam ſpoke many good 
things, and ſeem'd. to be ſo conſcientious, rhar he dard nor to ſay 
leſs, or more, than what God had put into his Mouth, and yer he 
was a mad Prophet, a Confurer; what then, are they that go not fo 
far as Balaam ? Friends, bear with me, faying, That as much as the 
Pope is condemn'd in this Nation, there are two Evils found in it, al- 
low'd not of by him, Two Paſtors in One Church, (a more mon- 
ſtrous fight than two Heads on one Body,) — and Perriwigs on Prieſts 
Heads! What a Scandal is this, that Balaam the great Diviner ar 
Rome, condemns Evils practic'd by Diviners near Home ? It is not e- 
nough that Men preach ſeme good things, ſo did Judas and Demas, 
ſo did the Meſſengers of Satan, who transform'd themſelves into An- 
gels of Light the better ro deceive, ſo did they who preach Chriſt 
out of Envy the better ro malign ; nothing is more common, than for 
thoſe ro {peak /eme good Words who go about to delude others: There 
muſt be a Preaching Truth thoroughly, or the Blood of the People 
will be found in the Skzrts of the Preachers; the Wrath of God is 
reveald from Heaven againſt // that withhold any Truth in Unrighte- 
ouſneſs, or that ſhun to declare any part of the Counſel of God; it's 
won't to be made the Mark of an Hypocrite, ro do only ſome Duries ; 
Saints (ſay Preachers) are aniverſal in Duties, they neglect none; 
and is it not equally the mark of an Hypocritical Preacher to be par- 
tial in his work? Yet oh how partial are moſt in their preaching ? 
We have a race of one Article Preachers, who under prerence of 
preaching Fundamentals, neglect many Truths! What ſaith Paul to this? 
Let ws preſs forward to Perfedtion, (not always dwell upon any one Truth) 
they are Babes, and unskilful in the Word of Righteouſneſs (whatever Men 
think of them) who are ever laying the foundation, and build no Super- 
ſtructure upon it; How much more abominable then are thoſe, who 
promiſe. Liberty to others, becauſe themſelves are Servants to Cor- 
ruption, and that are Patterns of Licentiouſneſe to their Flocks, inſtead 
of Examples of Purity ? not only Fundamentals are to be preacht (as 
fome call them) bur all Truths; there are among the _— and Pre- 
latiſts, ſome that will own, and preach the _—_— Fundamentals; if 
theſe then are enough, why do any ſeperate from them? Thou ſhalt 
ſpeak all that I ſay unto thee, is Gods Commiſſion to his Minifter ; 
and indeed however ſome blaſpheme the Canon of Scriprure, by de- 
nying its perfection, it is ſufficient ro furniſh every one unto all good 
Works; and they who are partial in preaching it, are odious to God, 
who will (he does indeed) make them contemptible among Men; 
there are none more contemptible than the trimming partial Preach 
ers of the Age; it is God hath made them ſo vile ro the World, for 
their baſe partiality in his Law, both in their preaching and pract ice ! 
Alas, how few Patterns of Godlineſs do we ſee among our publick 
Speakers? Some have been ſo far from promoting Holineſs, that they 
have oppos d at their feaſting godly Talk; they laid that was no = 

on 
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ſon for it, indeed ſome of theſe have come far North, (whither with all Onne ma- 
their tricking they have been loath ro TRAIL back) and ſo would lam ab ag 
not have their hearty feeding on our Seathern Cates interrupted; but lone. 
muſt ir not be ſaid of ſuch, their Belly is their God, they are Spots im 
cur Feaſts, and (with all their Fame) its to be fear'd, rhe End of ſuch 
will be Deſtrufion, unleſs they diſcover more Faitifulnaſt in preaching, 
and Fruitfulneſs in practice, | 

(5thly.) They are but mad Prophets thas d not believe, and practice 
what they themſelves preach ; the beſt that can be ſaid of ſuch is that 
they are mad Prophers, this is rhe Word the Holy Spiric makes 
uſe of concerning them, and their Father Balaam; They ve forſaken the 
right way, they ve gone aſtray, ſollowing the exampje of Palaam the Son of % Pet. 2.15. 
Boſor, who loved the Mages of unrighteouſneſs, but he was rebuded for bu 
Iniquity-; the dumb Aſs peaking with Mans Voice, forbad the madneſs of 
the Propbet. Thoſe that ſo follow their Gain or Intereſt, as to bate 
any thing of the Truth for their Profit, tho they ſpeak ſame very good 
Things, yer they are but mad Prophets: How many are there even 
under the Title of Congregational, who appear to be mad Prophets. in 
that tho they ſpeak ſome good things; yet, 1. They do nor ſpeak all 
the Truth. 2. Nor do they ſeem to believe, ar leaſt they do not ac 
according to what they ſpeak : This is perfect Madneſs! I have 4 few 
things againſt thee ( ſaith our Lord to the Church of Pergamos) becauſe Rev. 2. 14. 
thou haſt there them that held the D-&rine of Balaam, who taught Balak 
to caſt a ſtumbling- block before the Children of Iſrael, to eat things ſacri- 
ficed to Tdols, and to commit Fornication. How many mad Prophets 
are there of this ſort, who teach People to temporize, and comply; 
to daub and trick ; who teach Truth by Halves, and do bur little of 
ir, becauſe they love the 5 of unrighteouſneſs? There's a Preacher 
lately in print had the Impudence (tho he hath kept with ſeperate Con- 
gregarions for theſe forty years) to defy the World to prove that in all 
this time, he ever diſſwaded any from Conformity to the Chureh of England; 
a Challenge ſhowing HO mad the Man is! For his Nonconformity 
hath as loudly to his Followers preach'd againſt Conformity, as a Bell- 
weather actually ſtraying from the Fold, teacheth the Flock ro run 
after him tho he makes no great bleating : This Man hath kept up 
Meetings long to little purpoſe ; If the Church of England was good in 
his Eyes why ſhould he ſeperate from it? If 'rwas bad why ſhould he 
not difſwade from ir > They are but mad Prophets that thus prate 
reaching their People ro commit Fornication, and when they have ſo 
done with the Whore to wipe their Mouths and to ſay they've done 
no Evil : This is a dreadful Abomination, ro make aRenr or Schiſm in 
a Church by praci ice, and yet nor to be able ro condemn ſuch a Church 
in Speech! Talkers and nor Doers Chriſt tells us are abominable to 
him, Not every one that ſaith Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into the Kingdom Matt. 4. 
of Heaven, but he that doeth the Will of my Father which M in Heaven: 
What avails Profeſſion without R of che Truth ? to ſpeak good 
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things and nor to att accordingly, is to be like Balaam ? Twas the 
Saying of one of theſe mad Prophets People will talk of San- 
Citication, but when they come to particulars, where is their San- 
A Ctitication ? They are for Sanctification in the Lump, but where 
is their Sanctiſication in Speech, in Dreſs, in Walk? And yer this 
mad Prophet (like a CL ARX of his Order, who preach'd againſt plaited 
Hair on Women, Heads, with a monſtrous ſhow of it on his own) can 
do ſuch things as Nature ir ſelf tells him to his very Head and Face 
are ſhamefu] ! Alas theſe are but mad Prophets that ſay and do not: I'll 
only inſtance about them what Chriſt ſaith, The Scribes and Phariſees 
ſet in Moſes hy Seat; all therefore whatſoever they bid you obſerve, that 


obſerve and de; but do ye not after their Works : for they ſay and do not. 


1 hey are Saints in the Pulpit and Satans elſewhere ]. They bind heavy 
Burdens upon Peoples Shoulders, but they themſelves won't touch them with 
one of their Fingers, They can talk of Sanctification, Repentance, 
and Godlineſs in the general, but they will not touch them with one 
of their Fingers, at leaſt not with their Heads and Faces; one would 
wonder where the much talk d- of Sanctification and Purity of theſe 
Profeſſors and Preachers lies, we can ſee none of it, we can find in 
them very little or no Separation from the reſt of the World, if they 
are ſanctify d, tis more than any know, but themſelves. In truth, (as 
an old godly Preacher ſaid) without a Ticket pinn'd on their Back, 
ou'll not know theſe Profeſſors from Profane : Our Lord further de- 
Ethos them, Wo unto you Scribes, Phariſees, Hypocrites, for ye ſhut up 
the Kingdom of Heaven againſt Men ; for ye neither go in your ſelves, nor 
ſuffer you them that are entring to goin: This is verified in many 
Preachers of this Day; with much ado you may be allow'd to tall of 
Godlineſs before ſome of them, bur if you will labour to att it, to be 
ſtrict in your Converſation, to be Godly indeed, what then? Why 
then they will hinder you, they Il diſcourage you, they'll prevent you 
as much as in them lies; many that pretend to be of ſuch or ſuch a 
Party and Denomination, will hate even thoſe that will be ſtrict to the 
Principles of their own Party, Vo unto you Scribes, Phariſees and Hy 
crites (faith our Lord) you-make clean the outſide of the Cup and Platter, 
but within you are full of extortion and eæceſl. Indeed this part of the 
Character is rather too high for moſt of our Preachers, they are ſcarce 


ſo clean as this comes to, therefore paſs we on; Yo unto you Scribes, 


Phariſees and Hypocrites, ye build the S e of the dead Prophets 
(mighty honourable Words you have for thoſe Miniſters of Chriſt that 
are dead and gone) but ye kill them that are alive (ye revile and perſe- 
cute thoſe that would tread in their Steps): Ie Generation of _— 
(faith our Lord to ſuch) how can you eſcape the Damnation of Hell > How 
indeed can ſuch eſcape the Damnation of Hell that do oppoſe thoſe ve- 
ry Truths of Jeſus Chriſt, when 1 by others, which they them- 
ſelves either once profeſ d ro hold, or which the Principles of that Pro- 
feſſion they make oblige them to hold ? I have often ſaid it, and I ſay 

it 


(17) 


it again, that I can prove the Faith and Order of this Church, eur Be- 
lief and our Prattice nor only from the Holy Scriptures of Trurh, bur” 
likewiſe from the conſent of the faithful in Ages paſt: Yer are we coun- 
red Hereticks, Schiſmaticks, Fanat ichs, and what not? only for profeſ- 
ſing and A choſe very Truths, which Saints before us have 
own'd ; bur ſurely herein our Adverſaries are like Balaam, mad Pro- 
= wharſoever good things they ſpeak, they ſpeak not al the 

ruth, and they practiſe le than they ſpeak 

(S) I would note, that God will afſuredly baffle all the force and 


fraud of the Enemies to Jacob and Iſrael ; the Lord turned the Cur- 


ſings of Balaam into Bleſſings; his intended Curſes prov'd real Ble 
ſings to the people of God, and fo ſhall it ever be. This Diviner 
Balaam was ſlain by the Sword, the Holy Spirit rakes ſpecial notice 


of it; Balaam alſo the Son of Beor, the Sooth-ſayer (in the Margent Jol. 13. 22. 


tis, the Diviner) did the Children of Iſrael lay, with the Sword among 
thoſe that were ſlain by them: There is a common Cuſtom among us to 
call ſuch an order of people Divines, you had betrer call many of 
them Diviners, for they go much more after their own Fancies, Hu- 
mors, and Intereſts, than by the Divine Rule: This Diviner Balaam 
was flain, and we may be ſure, that God will ſlay all ſuch Diviners 
(let them with Balaam, ſpeak never ſuch fine Words) as practice a 


Secret Oppoſition to Jacob and Iſrael; the Lord fruſtrateth the Tekens Iſa. 44.25, 


of the Liars, and maketh the Diviners mad, and he turneth the wiſe Men 
_— and maketh their knowledg fooliſh : How many Diviners hath 
God fruſtrated in our fight > We have ſeen hing Preachers (Diviners) 
lying Profeſſors turn d backwards, and made Fools of who have ad- 
vanc'd hing Propheſies againſt us; that have led, not only in the Cha- 
raFers they ve given us, but alſo in the times they ve fer for our fall ; 
How many haff years are elapſed ſince the half year, one of theſe ly- 


ing Diviners fer for our downfal ? God hath fruſtrated his Tokens, 


he hath made ſuch Diviners mad, they are ſtark mad when they fee 


their Divinations come not to paſs ; rhe Lord hath rurn'd theſe wiſe 
Men backward, and hath made their knowledg fooliſhneſs ; ſo that 


we've {een the Lords gracious promiſe fulfilled ro our Comfort, No 
Weapon that 1j form d againſt thee ſhall proſper, and every Tongue that 


ſpall riſe up againſt thee in Judgment thou ſhalt condemn ; this is the He- 


ritage of the Servants of the Lord, and their 8 15 —— = 
rift upon them, that 


the Lord : Such as have the Righteoufneſs © 
are his Servants, need fear no Weapon, no Tongue ; no Weapon ſhall 
proſper, and. all lying Tongues (that uſe fraud and deceir againſt 
them) ſhall be deftroy'd. Feremiah cautions againſt crediting theſe 
Diviners : Therefore hearken not ye to your Prophets, nor to your Divi- 
ners (as who would ſay to your Reverend Divines) nor to your Dream- 
ers, nor to your Enchanters, nor to your Sorcerers, for they propheſy a Lie 
unto you, they tell you ſmooth things (that you ſhall have abundant Suc- 


ceſs, but tis a Lie) hearken not to them: And again, Thus ſaith the * 


Ifa. 54.47. 


Jer. 27. 9. 


Jer. 29, 8; 


( 18.) | 
F Hoſts, let not your Prophets, nor the Diviners (Divines) tha are in 
the midſt of you deceive you, neither hearken ye to their Dreams, which they 
caus'd to be dream'd ! Let me only add to this what Micah iaich, Tus 5 
ſaith the Lord concerning the Prophets that male my people err, at bite — 
with their Teeth, and cry Peace; and he that putteth not into troir e, 
they even prepare Mar againſt him, therefore Night ſ.1/! be unto 1, that * 
you ſhall not have a Viſion, and it ſhall be dark unto yougthat ye fh not di- 1 
vine, and the Sun ſhall go down over the Prophets, and the d fall be dark 
over them, then ſhall the Seers be aſham'd, and the Divine s confounded, 
yea, they ſhall all cover their Lipss, for there is no anſwer of God: Bleſſæd 
be God we've ſeen much of this verify'd, and hope yer to tec more of 
this Judgment that the Prophet paſſeth upon rhe Divines and Profef- 
ſors of his Day, verify'd on thoſe in our Day; many will cry, you ; 
muſt be charirable, you muſt nor uſe hard Speeches, no biting with 4 
the Teeth, yer theſe very people will make nothing of biting with 4 
their Teeth, ſo that they will nor only judg a Mans Eternal Scare, and 4 
preſently condemn him for an Hypocrite and a Reprobate chat croifes 4 

them, bur they'll labour aſs his Ruin in the World ; they'll cry indeed 
Peace, Peace, where the Lord ſaith, what Peace can there be, as long 

as ſuch and ſuch Whoredoms and Abominations are ſo many and 

. Fox— great? Ir was true ſaying of One, concerning ſuch Pretenders to 
Fas eſt & ab Charity. © They that cry 4 much againſt judging, and are affraid of 

hoſte doceri. Judgment, whether they be Apoſtates, Profeſſors, or Profane, they are 

* the moſt ſudp ing people of all others; that Spirit which can't bear the 
true Judgment of God, is ever for judging wrong/ully : They'll 

pretend to be mighty Charitable, yer one Scriprure convincerh me, 
that ſuch Preachers and Profeſſors, with all their BRAGS, have no |. 
Charity ar all. [Charity refoiceth not in Iniquity.] Now thele Charity- 4 
Cryers, when they ſee any Iniquity in thoſe they hate, either real or | 

ſuppoſed (tis alike for thar ;) Oh how glad are they ? How do they 
rejoice in it? How will they ſer at one Table (at publick Houſes to 
chooſe) with the profane, and (like Fools) publith and make a Boaſt 
of Sin; nay further, theſe Charitable Dons, if you put nor into their 

Mouths, rhey'll prepare War againſt you; What makes them rage 

| and war ſo much againſt this poor Jacob and I/7ael, but the ſtop chat 
Ifa. 56. hath been put to ſome of their Griſt, their Gain? Dumb Dogs indeed 

| ſuch are, that can't bark againſt Sin, but withal, ſuch greedy Dogs 

are they, that they can bak loud enough for their Gain from their 

Quarters (for their Quateridge) ; but for our Comfort, the Lord hath 

told us, The Sun ſhall go down over ſuch Prophets, and the Day ſhall be 

dark unto chem: Their Sun and their Moon ſhall give no Light, their 

| Enjoyments will be taken away from them: Bear with me ſo ſaying, 
Micah. 3. For truly I am full of power by the Spirit of the Lord, and of Judgment, 

and of Might, to declare unto them theſe Sins : You ſee Friends, whar 

will come upon theſe dry Vines, theſe Diviners for Money, for the 
Heads judg for Reward, and the Prieſts teach for Hire, and the ir | 

- 5 truly⸗ 


Mic. 3. 5,6, 7. 


1 Cor. 13. 


-., 


1. There are ſpecial Times of Mercy to the Saints: In that Day (laith 


C19) 
truly) they divine for Money; yet (for all this Abomination) they ſean 
upon the Lord, and they ſay, not the Lord among us, none Evil can come 

5; Oh (fay they) we are for Faith in Chriſt, as well as you; 
He we are Believers as well as you, we are for Juſtificatiun by Chriſt 
only, and ſurely no Evil can come to us; yet {ee how angry the 
Lord is with them; For yoar ſake, (Oh you lying Prophets ſhall! Zion 
be plowed as a Field, and Jeruſalem ſhall become Heaps, and the Moun- 
tain of the Houſe ſhall be as #he high places of the Forreſs, I am fully 
perſwaded, that God will fruftrare the Tokens of ſuch Divines, Di- 
viners, Sorcerers, call them whar you pleaſe, and chat God will ap- 
ow againſt them, as certainly as he will appear againft any profane 

nemies of the Nation; for alas! theſe very Men bring rhe greateſt 
Wrath, and the moſt fingular Curſes upon a Nation: Theſe Diviners 
that divine for Money, tis theſe that make a Land to be plowed as 
a Field, and a defenc'd City to become ruinous Heaps; therefore 
Wrach is upon them to the uttermoſt. Thus you've ſeen the Con- 
nection of theſe Words: Balaam, a mad Prophet, ſetting himſelf ro di- 
vine againſt the people of God, after all his Eſſays is forc't to break 
out into this Exclamarion : Surely there is no Enchantment againſt Ja- 
cob, nor Divination againſt Tirael ; according to ths time it — be ſaid 
of Jacob, and of Iſrael, what bath God wreugbtꝰ As if the Wretch had 
ſaid, I never knew my Art to fail before, but now I profeſs, my En- 
chantments and Divinations are of no force, therefore from this time 
it ſhall be ſaid of Jacob and of rael, what hath God wrought for 
them? A Pillar may be ſer up hence-forth, with this Inſcription, 
Mhat hath God wrought for . and for Iſrael, in delivering them 
from King Balak, and the Diviner Balaam, who had been ſeeking the 
Ruin of the Saints, but the Lord appear d for them in tuch a wonder- 
ful manner, that it deſerves eſpecially to be recorded? Thus from the 
Mouth of an Enemy, we have a Confeſſion of the great Appearances 
of God, and his mighty Workings for his people; according to this 
time it ſhall be faid of Jacob and of Mrael, What hath God wrought ? 
This leads to the Second Thing, viz. The Explication of the Text; 
there are four things I would obſerve to you in it. 
I. A Time, according to this Time. 
IT. A People, Jacob and I/racl. 
HI. A Work, what hath God wrought ? 
IV. A Speech, it ſhall be ſaid what hath God wrought ? 
So that in the Text you've theſe four things to be explain'd, a Time, 
a People, a Work, and a Speech, According unto ths Time it ſhall be ſaid. 
of Jacob and Iſrael, what hath God wrought ? 
I. Ler us conſider the Time ; here's a notable Time ſpoken of, ac- 
cording unto thi Time; he lays a ſtreſs upon the Time, as a remarkable 
Time and Period, as a Time chat had no parallel, according to this: 
Time : I would obſerve a few things from this. 


rhe 


Lia. 12. 1. 


Ma. 29. 1. 


Exod. 12.42, 


Fxod. 13. 3. 
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the Prophet) I/ praiſe thee, for tho thou waſt angry with me, thine An- 
ger is turn d away, and thou comforted ſt me, in that day : There are ſpe- 


cial Days of Mercy to the People of God; a day of Salvation, and an 
accepted Time there is to every true Saint! Tho a Saints whole Lite 
is fil'd with Goodneſs, Mercy and Truth, yer every Saint hath like- 
wiſe {ome ſpecial Seaſons, ſome remarkable Times wherein Mercy is 
extended to him! 

2. The ſpecial Times of Mercy to the Saints are the Times when the Ma- 
lice and Subtilty of the Enemys are defeated ;When the Enemys think to 
prevail over the People of God, to ſpoil them, ro remove them, and 
then God defears their Malice, their Rage, their ſecret Fraud, this is a 
ſpecial time of Mercy to the Saints; when their Enemies Rage is over- 
rul'd ro the good of God's People this is the Saints Jubilee, ſpecially 
when they ger Succeſs over their ſecret Enemies: In that Day, the Lord 
with his great, fore and ſtrong Sword, ſhall puniſh Leviathan, the pier- 
cing — (or as tis in the Margent, the Serpent croſſing like a Bar, 

ill wrythe hither and thither, that tricks and deceives) when the 
Lord ſhall flay this crooked Serpent, and the Dragon in the Sea; in that day 
we ſhall ſing unto the Lord a Vineyard of red Wine : In that Day when 
the Lord defeats his crafry Enemies, that are like Serpents for their 
Subtilty, that is a Day of ſpecial Mercy and Grace to the People of 


God: So'tis when God defeats the inward Temprations, Luſts, Sins, 


and Corruprions of his People; this is a Day of ſpecial Mercy to us, 
when the Lord reſcues us our of the Snares of the Devil, God defears 
his Malice and Subrilty againſt us, and his Wiles are /o revealed to us, 
that we ſhun them, this is a Day of ſpecial Mercy indeed: So was this 
a time of ſpecial Mercy to the Children of Jrael, when the Lord de- 
feared the ſubtile Conjurations of this Diviner againſt them. 

3. Such Times of ſpecial Mercy to the Saints in the Lord's delivering 
them from their Enemies ought to be noted by us: There ought ro be a 
ſpecial Remark put upon thoſe Times wherein we've ſeen the Salvati- 
en of God, when he hath baffled the Frauds, the crafry Deſigns that 
were hatching againſt us, we ſhould = a ſpecial Remark upon ſuch 
Times and Seaſons. When the Children of 1/zae/ went out of Egypt, 
{aid the Lord, This is a Night to be much obſerved unto the Lord, for 
brezging them out of the Land of Egypt : this is that Night to be obſerved 
of the Children of Iſrael in all tbeir Generations, Such a Time in which 
God appears zo and fer his People oughr ſpecially ro be obſerved ; the 
day of our Converfion to the Lord (if we knew the preciſe Time) 
ſnould be ſpecially notic'd ; the Day of our Solemn Dedication unto 
God in his — oughr to be obſerred; we ſhould diligently notice 
thoſe Times in which God beſtows his ſingular Mercies cn us: So 
Maſes ſaid unto the People, Remember this day in which ye came out of 
Egypt, from the Houſe of Bondage ; for by ſtrength of Hand the Lord 
bro't you from N : There ſhall be no leavened Bread eaten. Upon 
inch a day eſpecially, all things ſhould be done with Sincerity and Up- 

| righrneſs ; 
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Tighimeſs; we ſhould remember ſuch a day of Mercy and Salvation in 
a moſt ſingular manner. In Eſther you've a remarkable place for this, 
the Lord had given a wonderful Salvation ro his Church, from the 
Rage and Craft of cruel Haman ; now ſee what a ſpecial Obtervation gh.  , 
of that day che Children of I/rae/ made, On the thirteenth day of the * 
Mont h Adar, and on the fourteenth dayof the ſame reſted they, and made it 
4 day of Feaſting and 3 — tis remark d that the Fews of the Vil- 
lages (chat dwelr in the unwalled Towns) made the fonrteenth day of v. Ty. 
the Month Adar a day of Gladneſs and Feaſting, and 4 good day of ſending © 
Portions one to another, becauſe of that great Salvation which the Lord 
had given unto them, Tis convenient, yea neceſſary, that on Days of 
Thankſgiving, Portions ſhould be ſent to the Needy, there ſhould be a 
contributing to their Relief and Suſtenance: Further, we find they „. t. 
eſtabliſh'd this —_ them, that they ſhould keep the fourteenth day of 
the Month Adar, the fifteenth day of the ſame, yearly: As the day: 
when the Jews reſted from their Enemies, and the Month which was turned 
unto them from Sorrow to Foy, and from Mourning to a good day: that they 
ſhould make them days of Feaſting and Foy, and of ſending Portions to one 
another, and of Gifts to the Poor: And they called theſe Days Purim, be- 
cauſe of the divining Lot that Haman caſt in order to find out a convenient 
time for their deſtruct ion, but the Lord defeated him. Tis a thing very See vw. 26. ts 
remarkable that God ſhould thus frequently fer it down ; how ſtrict . 
the Fews were to keep theſe Days of Grace, both for themſelves, and 
for their Seed: God takes ir very unkindly when People forget the 
Days of cheir Mercy and Salvation. Then haſt not (ſalth the Lord) Ezck. 16.43. 
remember d the days of thy Touth, but aſt fretted me in all theſe things : 
We ought to take notice of ſuch ſpecial Seaſons wherein the Lord hath 
vouchſaft great Bleſſings to us, leſt we fret him: You ſee then, tis 
an equitable thing to — ſuch a Day as now we are celebrating, 
with Thankfgiving, becaule of the great Mercies beſtow'd therein up- 
on us. This is the firſt patt of the Text. 
II. We have here a People named, a People famous in their Genera- 
tion, Jacob and Iſrael ; according to this Time it ſhall be {aid of Jacob 
and of Iſrael, What hath God wrought > It may be a queſtion with 
ſome why he puts in both the Names of the Church Jacob and Iſrae! , 


Take the anſwer to it thus. 
1, He names Jacob, to note the meanne/s and fewneſs of the Churche 

Members ; the Church (as numerous as twas now) began bur in one 
Family, and that a poor Mans Family too: Jacob was a mean Man, if 

little accounted of in the World, therefore the Lord here calls his 

Church by this Name, Jacob, ro ſhow that his Mercy ſhall appear to ; 

his People in their reſt, loweſt, meaneſt State: We find Jacob 

Characterizing himſelf as in a very poor mean Eſtate, I in not worthy Gen. 32. fo. q 

of all the Mercies, and of all the Truth which thou haſt ſhewed thy Servant; | 

for with my Staff I paſſed over Jordan, and am now become two Bands, 

(in the Margent tis, I am leſs than the leaſt of thy Mercies;) I aw a 


moſt inconſiderable mean Creature, I had only my Staff formerly, and 
D now 
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now I am but two Bands at moſt, very ſmall is my whole Force, ne 
more than theſe t]. ſmall Bands: Hence in I/aiah the Lord calls his 


Church the Worm Facch ; and Amos ſets out it's low Eſtate by ſaying 


Jacob is ſmall, whereby ſhall he ariſe ! rhis Name Jacob then, is us d 
to ſhow the meanneſs and fewneſs of the Church, over which yet God 


hath a ſpecial Care; tew and mean as he is, Jacob is the Darling of God. 


Gen. 32. 28. 


2. He calls the Church Iſrael, to intimate their power and number; 
for tho Facob was little at firſt, yet he grew to be rael, one that like a 
Prince had Power with God, and prevail d: We find him thus nam'd 
for his Power with God, and the Lord ſaid, thy Name ſhall no more be 
called Jacob, but Iſrael, for as a Prince thou haſt Power with God, and 
haſt prevail'd ; God oftentimes makes of inconſiderable ones a potent 
People; of Jacob he makes Iſrael. Now the Lord ſets down both 


Names, Jacob and I/rael, to ſhow his Work for his Saints, when 


Num. 24.17. 


and when ſtronger gather d into Bodies: Hence tis ſaid, that 4 Sear 
ſhall come cut of Jacob, and a Sceptre ſhall riſe out of Iſrael, that ſhall 
{mire the Corners of Moab, and deſtroy all the Children of Sheth: 
Great Power God will give unto his people, both as Jacob the few, 
and the mean; and as Iſrael the grown and potent: The Church is 
called Iſrael, becauſe of the Favour it hath with God, and in that re- 
ſpe, Saints are the greateſt people in all the World, if not for m- 
ber, yet for favour : Hence David laid, what one Nation in the Earth u 
like unto thi people, even Iſrael, whom God went to redeem for a people to 
himſelf, and to make him a Name, and to do for them great things, and 
terrible, for thy Land, before thy people, which thou haſt redeem'd to thee 
frem Egypt, and from the Nations, and from their Gods; tho Jacob was 
firſt a {mall people, yer by Gods Favour, he aroſe up to be Iſrael, a 
mighty people, like rhe Stone cur our of the Mountain withour 
Hands, which appears little at firſt, bur ſhall grow to an exceeding 

great Mountain at 14ſt, to fill the Earth 
We may from hence remark, that the chief ordering of all Times and 
Providences, u for the ſake of Jacob and Iſrael ; tis for the ſake of Jacob 
(his few poor people) and for the ſake of T/7ae! (his people more in- 
larg'd) that all times are order d by God]; it is for the Elects fake : 
Hence we read, chat for their ſake, the times of Calamity ſhould be ſhor- 
ten d; if *rwas not for the ſake of the Ele, the Evil Days ſhould be 
lengrhen'd out; bur for the Elects ſake, God will contract them, and 
when his Elect ſhall be garher'd in, then the time of the End of all 
things ſhall come; all the Diſpenſations of God in the World, are for 
the fake of rhe Elect ; all Gods Providences are for their ſakes : This 
ſhows the mighty Care that God hath for his people for Jacob, and for 
Iſrael ; the reſt of the World he would overlook, he would neglect, 
and ſcorn, he would not fo much as caſt an Eye at them, but for his 
Elects fake ; all Things, Times, and Providences, are for their ſakes ; 
all are order'd for the good of Jacob and Iſrael, tho the Works of God 
bring ſome profit to the World, yet are they chiefly for his r 
| ake 
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ſake, on their account; and with reſpect to theſe we may allude to 2Kings 2.14. 
whar Eliſha ſaid. God would nor look favourably on the reſt of the | 
World, were it not that he regarded the preſence of Facob and Iſrael, Ta. 6. alt 
his Elect therein. They are the Holy Seed, the Subſtance of all the 2 Cor, 4 15 
World, for whoſe ſake are all things ! 8 1 
III. We ſee in the Text a Work, what hath God wrought? A great 
Work God wrought for his People, which Balaam could not bur ſee, 
and take ſpecial notice of, according to this time (faith he) it ſhall be 
faid of Jacob, and of Jrael, what hath God wrought! If Balaam 
could ſee this, ſurely much more ſhould every Saint ſee the Hand of 
God in all his Works for his people; a true Saint ſees the Hand of 
God in all, in all his Mercies, in all his Victories over all his Enemies; 
the Hand of God indeed is too little notic'd by the beſt of us; bur 
if Balaam, a wicked Man, could fee the Hand of God in his Diſap- 
ointment, ſurely Gods people ſhonld ſee his Hand in their Mercies : 
The Nation (as to this Day of Thankſgiving) what the Propher 
; askt, hath in a meaſure ſeen ; Oh that thou would'ſt rent the Heavens, Iſa. 64. 1, 2. 
and come down, that the Mountains might flow down at thy preſence, as 
when the melting Fire burneth, and the Fire cauſeth the Waters to boyl ; 
This Word is ſuirable to rhe occaſion of our Solemn Meeting toge- 
ther, to praiſe the Lord (among other Mercies) for breaking and 
burning the _ of ps. (the Ships that went thither ro fetch 
Gold,) How did Gods melting Fire burn them, and cauſe the very 
Waters to boil ? Come then and ſee the Wonders that the Lord hath 
; wrouzht, the Deſolations that he kath made, the Lord hath done great 
| things for us, whereof we are glad ; and of which, the very Heathen 
N cannot but take notice, then ſaid they among the Heathen, the Lord 
hath done great things for h1s people, whereof they are 7 If Heathens 
can ſay this, ſhould not Chriſtians ſee the Hand of God in all 2 Tis 
God that hath wrought all our works for us, all our works in us, and 
all our works againſt our Enemies: For the Oppreſſion of the Poor, for 
the Sighing of the Needy ; now will I ariſe, faith the Lord, and ſet him Plal. 12. 5. 
in Safety from him that puffeth at him: Here we ſee the Word of God 
fulfill'd in his great Work of Deſtruction __- his Enemies, and in 
his great Work of Salvation to his people; how have Balaam the Di- 
viner [the Pope] and Balak the Moabirze [| French King] been baffled 
and defeated of late to our Comfort. And now behold the Lord com- 7 b 
eth ont of his place, to 22 the Inhabitants of the Earth for their Ini qui- a. 26. 21, 
ty, the Earth alſo ſhall diſcloſe her Blood, and ſhall no more cover her 
| Slain ; God will in proceſs of time, diſcover more of his great Work, 
in deſtroying his Enemies, which muſt be wroughr, in order to the 
Temporal Preſervation, and Eternal Salvation of all his people. 
IV, We ſee a Speech made upon this great Work, according to this 
time it ſhall be ſaid What hath God wrought ? I would note a few things 
from hence. 
. (1.) Iz not enough that we ſee 1 God's Wirks but we e 
; — peak 
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of them, we muſt utter them: Tis a great unhappineſs that there 
m_ more ſpeaking of the Works of God; of the Work of Converſion 
in bringing us ro Jeſus Chriſt ; of his Works of Protection and Provi- 
ſion in defending and maintaining us; theſe Works declare the Glo 
of God, and we ſhould ſpeak of them: Come all ye that fear God (ſaith 


David) and I will tell yeu what he hath done for my Soul : Tis not enough - 


that we conceive in the Heart, but we muſt expreſs the Works of 
God with the Mouth: The Pſalmiſt ſaith over and over again, that 
he would ſpeak of rhe Goodneſs of the Lord; My Mouth ſhall ſhow 
forth thy Righteouſneſs, and thy Salvation, all the day, for 1 know not the 
Numbers therecf, I will utter it with my Mouth; I'le make mention of 
thy Righteouſneſs, even of thine only; 1 le not only conceive of it in my 
Heart, bur I will ſpeak of it with my Lips; fir my Lips ſhall greatly 
rejoice when I ſing unto thee, my Tongue likewiſe ſhall talk of thy Righ- 
zeouſneſs all the day long: There ought to be a ſpeaking of the wonder- 
ful Works of God one to another; ſo ſaid David, My Lips ſhall utter 
Praiſe, when thou haſt taught me thy Statutes, My Tongue 2 ſpeak, of 


thy Word, for all thy Commands are Righteouſneſs. We ſhould utter with 


the Lip, the Praiſes of God, and ſpeak with our Mouth, of Gods Sal- 
vation and Mercy to us : We ſhould call ro one another, come and 


ſee the Works of God! 


Fx08, 15. 


(2.) That Work of God that we ſhould Eminently ſpeak of, is his pro- 
tet ing his people frem the Rage and Subtil Malice of bis Enemies: This 
is the work of God, that we ſhould be principally ingag'd in talkin 
of; this was the chief Subject of that bleſſed Song, which Moſes, and 
the Children of Iſrael, ſang unto the Lord, when he triumphed glo- 
riouſly, and threw the Horſe and his Rider into the Sea! We ſhould, 
with Delight, utter rhe Works of God that reſpect the Salvation of 
his people from their Enemies, as godly Deborah did in her Heroick 
Song: We ſhould call to each other to come and behold theſe Works 
of God, in which Deſolarions are bro't by him upon the Earth; Vhen 
God hath cauſed the Enemy to fail in his miſchievous Deſigns, when 
he hath baM'd and blaſted our Foes ; then we ſhould talk to his Prailc ! 

(3.) We fhould ſpeak of the Works of God as ſoon as they are done; ac- 
cording to this time it ſhall be ſaid, what hath God wrought ? "Tis 
good to take notice of the works of God as foon as _ are done ; I 
rake it to be a good thing that the Queen ſhould rake ſuch ſpeedy notice 
of Gods ſhowing himſelf on the behalf of this Narion ; there hath been 
heretofore too much Backwardneſs herein ; it argues a good Spirit to 


be thus ſpeedy in the Obſervation of Gods Mercies ; a true Chriſ- 


tian will not delay his Thanks to the Lord, but will be early in his 
Acknowledgments, like as Moſes and the Children of — who as 
Joon as Pharoah was drown d, then ſang their Song of Praiſe; a ſoon 
as they ſaw their Enemies Deſtruction, and their own Salvation, then 
they praiſed : "Tis a 2 Sin to defer our praiſing the Lord for his 
Mercy ; we ſee the Speedineſs of Believers, to own and ſpeak of rhe 


Mercy- 
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Mereyful Works of the Lord to them: In that Day foal this Song e fn. 26. 
ſung in the Land of Judah, we've a ftreng City, Salvation will God ap- © 1 


=o for Walli and Bailwarks : So ſoon as we tee them (without delay) 
et us ſpeak of the works of God! Many people are for delaying the 
Work of Thankſgiving, becauſe rhe Mercy is not compleated, but e- 
ven before a Mercy is compleated, we ought to thank God for whar 
he hath done; if we are poor, tho we've not all Supplies, yet let us 
praiſe the Lord for thoſe Supplies we have; if we wane Delizerance, 
let us praiſe the Lord for what Deliverance the Nation hath 3 tho ir 
is not totally deliver'd, tho God hath not totally deſtroy'd the Enemies 
Power, yet ought we to praiſe the Lord for chis beginning of Reven- 
ges upon the Enemy, in breaking their Force, in burning their Ships; 
Ler's praiſe the Lord for a little, and that's the way to obtain more 


Mercy. Thus good Exra took notice of the Lords Hand, in giving p; 


them a little reviving in the Houſe of their Bondage, tho they were 
not fully deliver d; a little Mercy, a little ſparing Grace, calls for 
Praiſe ; that it is not ſo bad with us as it hath been, or as it might be, 
for this let us praiſe the Lord; Let us give Thanks for his Mercics 
as we receive chem; for we've more than we deſerve, tho we've ne- 


ver ſo little. 2 
(4.) As we ſhould ſpeak of Gods Works when he hath done them, ſo we ſhould 


according toGods preſent Wor kg expect future Works from him: We ſlould 


have Faith that God will appear for us in time to come as he hath 
done now; we ſhould make paſt Mercies a Precedent for expecting 
like future Mercies; of the Succeſs that God hath given we ſhould 
lay, according to this Time what hath God wrought ? and ſo make 


this a ground of humble expectation of receiving more of the Kind! 


God hath vouchſaft ſpecial Mercies to us according to this Time, we 
ſee the beginning of Revenges upon the Enemy, this ſhould make us 
ay and hope thar God will go on with his Work, till all his-wicked 
nemies ſhall periſh : If we've receiv'd ſtrengthning Grace and com- 
munication of Mercy from God, according ro this Time, we ſhould 
hope that God would do more of this kind for us; ſomething God 


hath done, and he will yet go on to do more for us: It is condemned Job, 33. 1. 


as a Fault, that Nane ſaith, here is God my Maker, that giveth me 
Songs in the Night ? that teacheth us more thaw the Beaſts of the Earth, 

maketh us wiſer than the Fowls of Heaven: The Beaſts and the Fow!s 
underſtand no more than for the Time preſent, but a Believer ſhould 
know what tis to hope for the Time to come, and to gather expectati- 
tions of future according to communication of . preſent Grace; to make 


preſent Mercy a Forerunner and a Precedent to encourage Faith that 


God will ſhow greater Mercies according to what he now vouchſafes; 
Hath God ſhown us Mercy then, according to this Time let us hope he 


will go on with it? God hath now ſhown us new Things, new Mercies, 
fuch as we've nor ſeen for a great while, and ſhall we not now expect 


more of the kind from him according to his Workings at bia Tn, 5 


Zr. 9. 8. 
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Shall we not from this Time call God our Father, and the Guide of our 
Youth who hath done ſuch great Things for us, and harh ſhown ſuch 


great Favour to us: Tis a very bad Spirit that rakes no notice of the 


preſent. Favours of God fo as to encourage expectations of more. Flee 
out of the midſt of Babylon (ſaith the Prophet Jeremiah) and deliver 
every Man his Soul; be not cut off in her Iniquity ; for this is the time 
of the Lord's Vengeance, and he will render unto her a Recompence. Since 
God harh put ir into the Hearts of the Nations to carry the Seat of 
the War, into the Seat of the Beaſt, ſurely we may look on it as a 
Forerunner of Antichriſt's Deſtruction, I ſer no time (as ſome Diviners 
have done, whoſe Tokens God hath fruſtrated and made them mad) 
bur ſurely the time cannot be far off when the fifth Vial ſhall be pour- 
ed out upon the Seat of the Beaſt, and the tenth part of the City will fall 
The Armies the Lord hath led into thoſe parts give ſome hopes of this: 
This humbling Stroak God harh given the French Tyrant is fome To- 
ken that his Deſtruction haſtens ; therefore ler us make uſe of theſe 
preſent appearances of God on our behalf ro encourage our Faith and 
Prayer that according unto his work for us at this time, the Lord will 
yer do more ! VVhen Paul hadreceiv'd Mercy from God it encourag'd 
him to expect more; God hath delivered us (ſaith he) from ſo great a 


Death, and doth deliver, in whom we truſt that he will yet deliver us: If 


he hath ſhown Mercy, if the Lord hath been pleated to ſpare us, if we 
have Faith, he will yet do more for us: Thus every particular Perſon 
ſhould make this Concluſion for himſelf, and ſhould have the ſame good 
hope for the publick that according to God's appearing at this Time, he 
may yet further appear in the Salvation of his People, by the defeating 
of their Enemies. Thus much ſhall ſerve for the Explication of theſe 
Words. I come now 
Thirdly, To the Application. 
. {ate ſhall rake up only in = Heads, ſuitable to the four Parts of 
the Text. | | 
Firſt Uſe. Conſider we the Time we live in; few People know the 
Times, and therefore they know not what they ought to do, twas the 
Commendation of the Men of Iſ/achar that they had underſtanding of 
the Times to know what Iſrael ought to do: Where there is a knowing 
of the Times there will be a knowing of our Duty, therefore let us en- 
quire of our Watchmen what of the Night, Watchman what of the 
Nizht 2 We ought to get ſo much knowledg of the Seaſons we live in 
as that we may from thence be inſtructed in our preſent Duty: The 
Lord complains of the want of this Knowledg, The Stork in the Heavens 
knoweth her appointed times, and the Turtle, and the Crane, and the Swal- 
low obſerve the time of their coming, but my People know not the Judgment 
of the Lord, We ſhould ſearch into the Scriptures and ſee what Signs 
of the Times are upon us, rhe Scripture hath made it our Duty to be 
$kilful therein, otherwiſe we ſhall be more ſtupid than the Fowls of the 
Heavens, they know their Times, and we might eaſily know what 
N Times 
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Times we are in if we conſider d what the Apoſtles have plainly told 
us, theſe are the laſt Times (ſay they); ſome have tho'r the Apoſtles 
roo forward in ſaying the laſt Times were ſo long ago, but their plain 
meaning is that we are under the /aft Monarchy ; God ſer up four Mo- 
narchies in the World, the Aſſ5r:an, the Perſian, and the Grecian, theſe 
were all extinct in the Apoſtles Times, the Reman, or the laſt Humane 
Monarchy was then on Foot; therefore ſay the Apoſtles) we now 
live in the laſt Time, under the laſt oppreſſing Monarciy that ever ſhall 
be: This Monarchy hath been extended out to a vaſt length (this was 
ſer out by the Legs, Feet, and Toes of the Image) in theſe /aſt Times 
then, we Live, and troubleſome Times they are, yet this ſhould com- 
fort us, that even in theſe /aſt Times the Kingdom of Chriſt ſhall be 
ſer up, not by Might, nor Power of Man, but by the Spirit of God; 
His Kingdom ſhall be eftabliſh'd in the Days of the Kings of this Mo- 
narchy, as a Stone cut out of the Mountains without Humane Hands, 
thar ſhall ſo ſtrike the Image on the Feer and break it ro pieces : Thar 
(as Dr. Owen ſays) * The Earth ſhall diſcloſe her Slain, and not the ſim- 
* pleſt Heretick. as they were counted, (hall have by Blood unrevenged ; 
* Neitber ſhall any Atonement be made for their Blood, or Expiation be 
allow d, whilſt a Toe of the Image, or a Bone of the Beaſt i left un- 
broken——— Then ſhall the Kingdom be given to the Saints of the 
moſt High God, and they ſhall poſſeſs ir for ever and ever. Some Peo- 
ple will nor underſtand it, tho tis a ſtable Scripture Truth (however 


abus d by ſome) that Chriſt will have a glorious Kingdom upon Earth, 


and the Time for his ſetting it vp is — om” ; Chriſt hath ſaid, Be- 
hold, I come qnickly. Let us then have ſome Conſideration about the 
Times we Live in, and tho they be bad yet we may lift up our Heads, 
our Redemption draweth nigh, the worle the Times are the nearer they 
are to an end, and end they will, in Deſolation to the Enemies and Sa.. 


vat ion to the People of God 


Second Uſe. Let us ſee to it, that we be of Jacob and of Iſrael, that Micat & 


j, of thole that ſhall prevail with the Lord, tho they be never fo few 
and mean, they yet ſhall encreaſe as a Flock, and be in the midſt of ma- 
ny People, as a Dew from the Lord, as Showers upon the Graſs, that wait- 
eth not for Man, nor tarrieth for the Sons of Man. Let us look to it, 
that we be of this Facob and Iſrael! : You've heard of the godly Poli- 
cy of Rahab ; how when ſhe knew what God had done for his people, 
ſhe could not be at quiet, till ſhe had made rhe Spies ſwear to fave 
her, and that ſhe ſnould be taken in for one of their Number; you've 
likewiſe heard of the Policy of the Gibeonites, when they were told 
what great things the Lord had done for Jacob and 1ſrae/, what pains 
did they take to be receiv'd into Favour with the people of God ? And 
very ſtrange it is ro read, what influence the Fews had upon the people 
of the Land in Eſthers time; the Fews had joy and gladneſs, a Feaſt and 
a good day, and many of the 4 of the Land became Jews, for the 
fear of the Fews fell upon them, Say they, theſe people will prevail over 
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all, and cherefore we had beſt be of them in time, otherwiſe we 
ſhall be deitroy'd by chem! Agrippa having notice that Tiberius was 
like to die, expreſſes his Joy for Cajus his Succeſſor, which Tiberius 
(reviving and) hearing of, Agrippa was clapt into Priſon, and loaded 
with heavy Irons; but in a few days, Tiberius dying, and Cajws ſuc- 
ceeding him, he order d Agrippa Chains of Gold, as heavy as his Chains 
of Tron, in-requiral of his forward Zeal-for him: Now ſhould we nor 
much more labour to be of Jacob and of I/rae/, conſidering what great 
things God will do for them ſhortly ? If you are of Chriſts little 
Flock now, your Chains of Glory in his Ningdom, ſhall outweigh your 
preſent Chains of Reproach and Sufferings for his Name; Verily 
there is a Reward for the Righteous : Therefore now take hold of the 
Skirts of him that is a Few, and ſay, we will go with you, for we've heard 
that God ij with you : Now by ſubſcrib ing with your Hand to the Co- 
venant of God in his Church, call your ſelf by the Name of Facob, 
and Sirname yourſelf by the Name of Iſrael: Gods people are now 
low and mean, lighted by moſt ; but the time will come when they 
ſhall be highly exalted, and they that will nor ſhare with them now in 
their Adverſity, ſhall have no ſhare in their future Glory; we read the 
Lord added to hy Church daily ſuch as ſhouid be ſav d; if you are of the 
number of them that ſhall be ſav'd, you will be added to his Church; 
Bleſſed are they that do his Commands they ſhall have a Right to enter into 
the Paradiſe of God ; a Right of Merit in Chriſt, and CRighe of Meet - 
neſs in themſelves ; when the Lord ſhall bring back the Capacity of 
Jacob and Iſrael ; bleſſed are all they that ſhall have part with them 
Third Uſe. Conſider we the Works of God, his Works of Mercy to his 
people, and his Works of Math againſt his Enemies; Tis a great 
in not to take notice of the Works of God, they ought to be ſought 
out by Jacob and by Iſrael ; the Works of God ought to be conſider d 
by us much more than they are; Oh God (ſaith the Pſalmiſt) we've 
heard with our Ears, and our Fathers have told us what Work thou didft do 
in their Days, in the times of Old, We ſhould conſider the Works of 
God in days paſt to encourage our Faith in time to cone; the works of 
God are great, and they will be ſought our by all them that have 
Pleaſure in them; Vet the bruitiſh Man knows nor, nor doth the Foo! 
confider them, but whoſo is wiſe, he will obſerve theſe things, and he 
ſhall underſtand the Loving Kindneſs of the Lord; if we more conſi- 
der'd the Works of God, we ſhould find more Peace and Comfort in 
our Souls: Therefore, ſay with the P/a/miſt, the Works of cke Lord are 


great, his Work is Honourable and Glorious, and his Righreouſneſs 


endureth for ever: he hath made his wonderful Works to be remem- 
bred : They that have pleaſure in God will thus ſeek out his Works; 
they will-praiſe him, rhey will magnify him, they will ſpeak well of 
his Name. What theſe Work are he ſhews, He Lath given Meat unto 
them that fear him, he will be ever mindful of his Covenant; he hath ſhewed 


his People the power of by Works, that be may give them the Heritage of 
| the 
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the Heathen : the Va ks of bis hands are Verity and Judgment; all his Cem- 
mandments are ſure, they ſtand faſt for ever and ever, they are done in Truth 
and Uprightneſs ; he ſent Redemption unto his People; he hath commanded 
kn Covenant for ever, holy and reverend is his Name. What an Enumeration 
doth this Bleſſed Man make of the Works of God > and how much do 
we flight them? A due conſideration of the works of Gods Grace and 
Mercy to his People, and Wrath and Indignation againſt his Enemies, 
would tend wonderfully to the ſupport of our Souls! 

Fourth Uſe. Let us ſpeak of the Works that God hath wrought for Jacob 
and for Iſrael, if we have them on our Hearts, ſpeak we of them with our 
Tongues 3 Two things only ſhall I explain here. 

(1.) What Forks of God we ſhould (peak of? 
(2.) In what manner we rauſt ſpeak of them ? 
(1.) What are the Works of God that we mult ſpeak of? I anſwer, 
1, Gods Works for the Nation in general. 
2. God works for us in particular, 

1. The Works of God relating to the Nation we ought to take notice of : 
God has not in our Age appeat'd for any Nation more than for this; it 
ſeems to be his Favourite, his Darling Nation; how hath he ſav'd it from 
abundance of Judgments, and ſore Deſtructions? God hath carried the 
War out of the Nation, we ſee it not, we only hear the ſound thereof. 
More diftinaly of Gods Works of Mercy to this Nation I will ſpeak in 
four Particulars. | 

I. Is ir not a Mercy that a Native of England firs on the EngliſhThrone ? | 
Such a Mercy this Nation hath not enjoy'd ſo fully of ſome time! The | 
preſent” QUEEN is an — 4 Woman, and (as She well ſaid) hath an 
Engliſh Heart. God commands his People to have Rulers of their an Na- 
tion; Thou ſhalt in any wiſe ſet him King over thee, whom the Lord thy Ged Deut. 19. 1 5. | 

ſhall chooſe : (and who is that ?) one from among thy Brethren ſhalt thou ſet | 
King over thee ; thou mayſt not ſet a Stranger over thee which is not thy Brother, | 
This is Gods Law to have a Ruler, Fleſh of our Fleſh, and Bone of our 
Bone, one of our own Countrey : They that are of another Nation have 2 Sam. 19.12. 
often more Affection to their own People than ro thoſe they govern : 5 
but a Ruler of the Engliſp Nation by Birth, by Inclination, by Deſcent, i 
and Diſpofirion altogether Eng/iſh, is a Mercy to this Land. Let me 
read you a Scripture or two that have been ſadly verify d of this Nation, 
Ephraim hath mixed himſelf among the People; Strangers have de vcur d his Hoſ. 7. 8. 
ſtrength, and he knoweth it not; yea gray Hairs are here and there upon him, | 
yet he knoweth it not: In truth, the Devil and Strangers have brot ſuch a | 
covering into this Nation, that People (in a Literal Sence) have gray q 
Hairs upon them, and know ir not: Satan (I ſay) by Strangers bro'r this | 
| 
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Evil upon us, and very much of the Evil of .Taxings too, as Daniel ſaith, 3 

and ſome have ſeen, Then ſhall ſtand up in his Eſtate a Raiſer ef Taxes in Dan. 11. 20. 

the Glory of the Kingdom ; but within few days he ſhall be deſt roy d, neither 

in Anger, nor in Battle — 
II. It's matter of Thankfulneſs that the QUEEN and PARLIAMENT f 

are Fealous for their Religion : This — the Nation hath not always 


_— ! 
enjoy 'd, | 
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enjoy d. Indeed the Late K. James was ſo zealous thar he loſt all for his 
Religion, and at laſt he died an Exile: This is ſuch an extraordinary In- 
ſtance of Zeal as few Monarchs give, yea few, very few Profeſſors and 
Preachers dare diſcover any thing like it; the ſhameful temporizing and 
complyance among them, to ſave their little Eſtates, or get low groveling 
Honour, is no ways anſwerable to this Example: Such Zeal for a falſe 
way ſhould prompt us to do, ſuffer, and looſe any thing for the Truth. 
It's a National Mercy that the Queen plainly profeſſes her Religion: 
This diſcovers abundance more ol Sincerity, than the concealing, quibb- 
ling, and doubling ſo much of late us d can pretend to. The Parliament 
hath appear d zealous in making a righteous Vote againſt Occaſional Con- 
formity, or, that tricking practice ſo prevailing in Profeſſors of going to 
Worſhip ſometimes in one way and ſometimes in another: Tis God's Mer- 
cy to a People to have Rulers, who (giving us a conſcientious Liberty) 
would have us to be of ſome one Religion, and not to trick it with God, 
as thoſe do, who dare take the Sacrament in the National Church to qua- 
lity them for an Office, when yet they ſhun it there at other Seaſons; 
Bur ſays the Diſſenter, The Church is to blame for impoſing the Sacrament ! 
Then let them bear their Blame, but Friend, that will nor excuſe thy 
Sin in taking it; thou oughtſt not to do Evil that Good may come of it; 
if impeſing the Sacrament be a Sin, zakng it in ſuch caſes muſt needs be 
an Abomination : We muſt rather ſuffer any Evil than Sin. Now 
thanks be unto God we ſee the Day when ſuch Evils are taken notice of; 
God takes it better to be hot for a bad Religion, then to be lukewarm 
in 4/l Religion as moſt are: Some indeed fear that Perſecution will come 
upon them, there are two Things make many afraid of Perſecution, 

1/t. A bad Conſcience, their Confciences tells them they deſerve it, for 
they would bring it upon others if they were in Power; this I know, 
there is not a more perſecuting vile Race of Men, than the Body of cat- 
nal Profeſſors ; I ſpeak nor of the few godly and fincere, whom I love 
and honour from my Heart; but that Malignant Spirit the generality of 
them diſcover by lying, ſlandering, blaſting the Reputation, and ſecking 
the Ruin of ſuch as unmask them, or lay open their Wickedneſs, the 
Virulency with which they perſecute ſuch ro their Power, aſſures us 
what they would do, if (as one of them ſaid) they had bur a little more 


Bat Deus im- Of the Power of the Magiſtrate in their Hand; then we might expect 
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the Stich and Stones ſome ot em have long threaten d us with; but Curſt 


Cows have ſhort Horns! N | 
2. Have they not a bad Cauſe that are ſo fearful of a Perſecution ? If a 


Man hath a good Cauſe, he need fear no Perſecution : When the Apoſtle 
Paul was told that Bonds and Afflictions abode him, ſaith he, none of theſe 
things move me, (I've a good Cauſe, and therefore) I count not my Life 
dear, fo I may finiſh my Courſe for the Truth, Therefore, pray Friends be 


not diſturb d with any Murmurings of this kind; for its hardly proba- 
ble, that a Government which hath ſeen the great Miſchief of Perſecu- 
rion in thx Nation, in France, c. will attempt to perſecute ſuch, as 


meerly for Conſczence ſake, not Intereſt, cannot comply with the — 
| orms z 


e 


Forms; Indeed ſuch as can ſometimes conform, when Intereſt ſerves, and 
at other times oppoſe the national Way; theſe may make the higher 

Powers to ſuſpect, that all diſſenting is more from Humour than Con- 
ſcience ; and chus theſe tricking Profeſſors, by provoking the National 
Church ro Anger, might involve us all in Sufferings : Bur ſurely the 
Rulers of the Nation will not judg of all by ſome, nor by moſt ; for there 
are certainly in this Nation, a few conſcientious People who diſſent 
from the National Worſhip ſolely for Conſcience ſake, and who therefore 
never dare touch, taſte, handle, or come near it, for no Motive or Con- 
fiderations wharſoever ; to ſuch we hope, the Queen and Parliament will | 
be favonrable, ſince they are acted intirely by Conſcience, not Intereſt,and | 
are faithful ro tbeir Principles; for halting between tws is a moft hate- | 
ful thing to God Almighty, Two Texts only will I name, to ſhow this ; | 
one our of the Old Teſtament, and the other from the New. 

The firſt is, what Elij ab ſaid to Iſrael ; How long will yon halt between King.19.2': 
two Opinions (ſaith he) be either expreſs Idolaters, or expreſs Iſraelites, | 
either be of an Opinion for God, or for Baal; If the Lord be God, follow | 
him, if Baal be God, follow him; don't be of two Opinions, but cleave ei- | 
ther to one or the other; they can't be both right; if you be the Servants | 
of God, don't be the Servants of Baal; if you will be Baal's 2 

rs, pretend not to be the Servants of God, be of one ſide or otber; © 

erve, he doth not ſay, how long halt ye between two Religions, but 
between two Opinions; ſome ſay they can hold with rhe Prelacy and 
Diſienting too; its all but one Religion, they have all but one God; Ay, 
but they have two Opinions in worſhipping of God, and we are no 
more allow id two oppoſite Opinions, then two Religions if this Text be 
true! If Diſſenting be the way of Truth, what have you to do with the 
Prelacy ? If Prelacy be the way of God, why do you diſſent from it ? | 
Many pittyful Cob-web Shams are trumpt up by Daubers, to juſtify | 
Occaſional Conformity, but they all ſignify nothing, the Beſom of Scripture 
and ſound Senſe ſweeps them all away; What's good at one time, can | 
never be bad, and what's bad at one time, can never be good; if it be a 
ood thing to go to the National Church, pray do ſo, but then never go 
rom it; {ay not, you can hear better Men in another place: It is nor 
the Miniſter only, but the Church, you are to joyn to: If the Church be 
good, you ought nor to go from it, if bad, you oughr never to go to it; 
And in truth, there is as great Defection in Diſcipline and Doctrine in 
many ſeparate Congregations, as can be objected to the National Church! 
Now here one would wonder at many who ate only for Fundamentals 
(as they call them) in Religion, that will boldly own the National 
Church, ſound in Fundamentals, and yet ſeparate from it, joyning only 
with it, when Intereſt leads them to it; an odd thing tis to ſee, how 
ſome Diſſenters catch themſelves in a Snare, when they are ask't, why 
don't you go to Church? alas ! — they, there are few or no good Mini- 
ſters there, tis a bad place; well, ask them another time, why went 
you to Church (as they will do ſometimes for lucre, or to 2 


for a place) Oh, ſay they, there - ſome good Men there, * 
2 — 90 


(32) 
elſe : Well then, why don't you keep there, ſince you've found ſome 
good Miniſters there? No they Il come no more there till next need; 
Oh amazing Wickedneſs | For Shame ler this halting between two Opi- 
nions be abandon'd ; learn to be zealous for your Religion of the Queen, 
ſhe comes this day to Pauls; ſhe is zealous for her own way, and for 
ene way only; and zealous for one way only, ought all Chriſtians to be; 
ler. 32. 39. I will give them (ſaith God) one heart, and one way ; there can be bur 
one way we can ſerve God acceprably in, and for that we ſhould be 

zealous. | 
Farther ſee we what God faith about this in the New Teſtament; I 
know thy Vorl (ſaith Chriſt to the Church of Laodicea) thou art neither 
cold nor hot; ſo then, becauſe thou art luke warm, and neither cold nor hot, 
Iwill ſpue thee out of my Mouth: Chriſt counts a Luke-warm Profeſſor more 
odious than one that's Stark=cold ; If we would rake God Almighty's 
Judgment, this is it; a moderate Man, or a Trimmer in Religion, is 
more hateful to him, than one Profane or High own; Indeed a Tempo- 
7 rizer, * a Trimmer, one Lule- warm, a Neuter, 1s hated of all jides, God 
- — / 7 Tee hates them becauſe they halt, and are not fully for him; the Devil hates 
of Preſ- « them becauſe they are not fully for him; good Men hate them becauſe of 
Grerian. ( their Badneſs, and evil Men hate them becauſe they pretend to Goodneſs ; 
® thus are they juſtly hated of all ſides, who are truly of no fide, Nothing 
is more nauſeous, loathſome, odious, and abominable ro God, and Man 
too, than a Luke-warm Profeſſor; better is it to pretend to no Religion, 
than to be trimming in any Religion; Oh ſaith the moderate Church-man, 
T like nor this hear for Ceremonies ; Why prithee Friend, if Ceremo- 
nics are of God, why are you not zealous for them? If they are not of 
God, why have you any thing to do with them? Oh faith a Trimming 
Diſſenter, 1 love not this heat for our fide neither; bur Man, if thy 
Diſſenting be of God, thou canſt nor be too hor for it; if it be of the 
Devil, thou canſt not forſake ir too ſoon, and one or the other it muſt be, 
for there's no more a common of two in Religion here, than a Purgato- 
ry hereafter. Tis a Mercy therefore that the Parliament hath tho't of 
Remedying this Evil of Occaſſonal Communion ; for which, how fair ſa- 
ever its Advccates ſpeak, believe them not, for ſeven deadly Sivs are 
lodg'd therein; you'll find Hypocriſy, Perjury, Schiſm, Atheiſm, Conten- 
tion, Confuſion, and Profaneneſs ; all theſe Abominarions are hid within 
the Bowels of this Trojan Horſe, call d Occaſional Communion ; the deſpe- 
rate Evil of which, I could by ſundry Arguments demonſtrate, bur 
time forbids my inlarging: Let the Iſſue of the Parliament Hoe, be what 
it will, tis a Mercy ſuch a Spirit is ſtirring in them, as to effort the Ru- 

in of Occaſional Communion ! 

III. Let us be thankful for the Succeſs the Nation hath had by Land 
and Sea, under thx Government; Indeed God hath given us greater Suc- 
ceeſs of late, than we could have hop'd for; we've ſeen the good of im- 
MARL BO- ploying our own Country-men; What Succeſs harh the Army had in 
ROUGH, Flanders, and the Fleet at Vigo? We've ſeen a great part of the Strength 
ORMOND, of Haughty France trod down, and a Nail drove in his Temples by an 


Ge. Engliſh 


Rev. 3.15,16 
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Engliſh Fael : And now in / Reign, the Evgliſh may be even in 
Reprizals with the French, for the vait Loſſes ſuſtain'd by them in the 
laſt Reign 5; What Matter of Thankfulneſs is this? What tho we are not 
quite ſaved, bleſſed be God for the Salvation we have: Let us rejoice 
in God for his Mercy to this Nation, that we've ſeen ſo much of the 
ancient Engliſy Glory (ſo lately eclips'd by Foreigners) now retriev d, and 
ſhining forth again under the Conduct of an Engliſh Woman ; and truly 
this is the more confiderable, for that all Succels was limited by many 
ro a Man, whoſe being laid inthe Duſt, has been fo far from hindering 
our Proſperity, that it hath much more flouriſh'd force, than before: Let 


this reach us to truſt in the Lord alone, and not to put our Confidence P(al, 146. 3. 
in Man, nor in the Sen of Man, whoſe Breath is in his Noſtrils, for Iſa, 2, 4d. 


wherein is he to be accounted ct ? 

IV. Another thing we ought to be thankful for, is the keeping of thi 
Day; it's a Mercy, that as ſoon as God ſent theſe great Victories, a Day of 
Thankſgiving is proclaim'd by publick Authority; And bleſſed be God 
for the Cal and the Liberty we have to keep this Day, we ought to thank 


God for it, as good Exra did on a like occaſion ; Bleſſed be the Lord God Exe, 3. 27. 


of our Fathers, who hath put ſuch a thing as this into the Queens Heart ; nor 
ſhould the Gratitude of the Government, to ſuch as have done publick 
Service, be bury'd in filence : We have ſeen the time, when ſo ſmall 
Acknowledgments have been made to worthy Inſtruments, that they have al- 
moſt needed Crumbs from the Tables of others, prefer d for who knows 
what ? In truth, Virgils Sic vos non vobs might lately have been paſted 
on the Doors of many who brought on a Harveſt; others (not them- 
ſelvos) reap'd, Thanks be ro God, we ſec it in any meaſure otherwiſe, — 
Thus have I fpoxen (with in compaſs) of thoſe things we ought to praiſe 
God for, with reſpect to the Publick ; for which I would have you all 
thankful, ſpecially you that are under my Charge ; I do exhort to do all 
things without murmuring, render ro Ceſar the things that are Cæſars, 
{peak not Evil of Dignities, bur ſtudy to be quiet, mind your own Bu- 
ſineſs, keep your own Vineyards, exerciſe not your ſelves in things too 
high for you, learn to know your Duty, and to be faithful and peacea- 
ble in Iſrael ! | 

2. As to our ſelves particularly, we've reaſon to thank God for his 
Mercies to us both joyntly as a Body, and ſingly each one of us. 

Let ns bleſs God joyntly as a Body, for that he hath carried this 
Church thro' ſuch a Number of Difficulries ; tho Diviners have prophe- 
cied againſt us, rho —_— Apoſtates have rag d againſt us, crying a- 
gainſt Jacob (as profane Eſau of old) raſe him, raſe him to the 
Ground, tho rhey've carried Tales to ſhed our very Blood, and our 
Name they would have blotred from under Heaven, yet bleſſed be God, 
we continue 4 People unto this Day, and through his Grace a flouriſhing 
People; God harh nor given us over unro the Will of our Enemies, 
there fore ought we to give thanks unto his Name; What are become 
of the Balaam Divinations, of the Sorcering Prophecies of the Monſters 


of the Age againſt us? (Monſters I may juitly call them, for their _ 
ro 


. 
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ſtrem and unnatural Appearances ;) what is become of the Rage of our 
Apoſtates, of the Malice of our Enemies, who would have hir'd Balaams 
to deſtroy us? According to this time it ſhall be ſaid of this Facob, and of 
this Iſrael, what hath God wrought ? I dare boldly fay, for the term of 
years, God harh not appear'd more for any Body of Men, in the Me- 
mory of Man; I believe, and therefore have I ſpoken; Surely if the Lord 
had not been on our fide ; may thi Jacob and this Iſrael now ſay, the Enemy 
had ſwallowed us up quick, we had been deſtroy'd by their Force or Fraud; 
we've great reaſon to boaſt of the Preſervations the Lord hath vouch- 
ſafed us; our happy Unity, our earneſt Deſires after Purity, our mutual 
Love, our ſtedfaſt Abode even to this Day, do ſhow that the Lord hath 
done great things for us, he hath not done ſo by every Congregation; 
he hath thown his Word unto Jacob, his Statutes and his Judgments unto 
Hael, he hath not dealt fo by other People; as for hu Fudgments, they've 
not known them, praiſe ye the Lord! Brerhren, ler us praiſe the Lord 
for his Judgments againſt Apoſtates; yea, let us praiſe him for the Afflic- 
tions and Vikcarions he hath ſent to us, which have had a mercyful Ten- 
dency to bring us nearer to himſelf, I would ſay unto this Church (this 
Fleck of Slaughter which the Lord hath commanded me to feed) your Eyes 
ſhall ſee, and ye ſhall ſay, the Lord will be magnify'd from the Border of 
Hrael, when the Lord harh pull'd down Edom (Apeſtates) the Borders of 
Wickedneſs, and ſhown them to be the People againſt whom he hath In- 
dignarion for ever, then ſhall the Lord be magnified from rhe Border of 
our Iſrael. 

Many Mercies there are in our more private and perſonal Relations for 
which we ſhould call upon our Soul, and all that is within us to praiſe 
the Lord; we ſhould praiſe him for converting Grace, for covenantin 
Grace, for comforting Grace, and for con ng Grace; cannot thy — 
that poor Man ſay, I cid unto the Lord, he heard and deliver'd me 
from all my Fears. Theſe things ſhould win our Hearts over to God, and 
cauſe us to ſpeak of his Mercy all the Day long; In hs Temple every one 
ſhould {peakef his Glory: There are none of us but have had ſome Evil: 
remoy'd from us, and ſome Good given to us; ſurely then we oughr to 
bleſs the Lord, to ſer up our Ebenezer and ſay, hitherto the Lord hath 
helped us! Jehovab. j ireb in the Mount of the Lord it hath been ſeen : 
Here the Lord hath given us his Grace and his Salvation. We ſhould 
bleſs God for our Relative Mercies, for our Perſonal Mercies ; What tho 
the Lord hath chaſten'd us ſore, yer he hath nor given us over unto 
Death. Let us bleſs God for his Mercy to our Miniſtry, that it hath not 
been unto us as Waters that fail, that God hath given Succeſs to ir, that 
tho many vile Wretches have apoſtatiz'd and oppos d it, yer hath it been 
bleſt ro the Elect : Tho Ammon and Amaleck, Gebal and Tyre, tho Phi- 


liſtia and Aſſyria have join'd together to help the Children of Lot and of 


Edom (unclcan and abominable Apoſtates) againſt us; yer the Lord harh 
done wonderfully for us, He hath made known unto us the Glories of 
the Kingdom of his Grace, of the Kingdom of a Church- State, and of that 


Kingdom of Glory which we now look for; therefore ſnould we talk of 
| the 
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the Glory of his Kingdom all the Day long: Whoſo is wiſe he will ob- 
ſerva theſe things, prudent and he ſhall underſtand the Mercies of the 
Lord to Jacob his Choſen, and J/rael his Inheritance! ; 

(24/y.) How ſhould we ſpeak of theſe Works of God? I anſwer three ways. 

I. We ſhould ſpeak them our fully and not mince them; God hath gi- 

ven us many Mercies, and we praiſe but for a few of them; God hath 
given us great Mercies, and we praiſe but a little for them; whereas we 
mould abundantly utter the Memory of Gods great Goodnefs, we ſhould 
not cut the Mercies of God ſhorr, bur ſhould ſtretch them forth to their 
utmoſt; we ſhould ſpeak heartily and thro ly of them, utter them abun- 
dantly before the Lord, and labour to extend our Praiſe to the utmoſt 

II. We ſhould ſpeak of Gods works of Mercy thankfully ; tis a taking 
Gods Name in vain, tis a ſign that we don't like his Works when we 
don't praiſe him with a thankful Spirit: We ſhould thankfully praile the 
Lord for all his Mercies towards us: How thankfully doth the P/abniſt 


ſpeak, Not unto us O Lord, not unto us, but unto thy Name give Glory, for al. 115. r, 


thy Mercy and for thy Truths ſalę: What a Spirit of Gratitude and Thank- 
fulneſs is here diſcover d? Thus the Apoſtle calls on us ro make our Re- 


ueſts known unto the Lord with Thankfulneſs as well as Supplication; phil. 4. 6. 


4 Lord loves ſuch as are chearful and thankful: Let us labour to be 
thankfully ſpeaking of his Works ! | 

III. Let us ſpeak of the Mercies of God ully; Let us not only 
talk Gods Praiſes in Words, but let us ſhew them forth in our Lives ; Ba- 
laam ſaid more good Words than moſt Preachers, yet not having the root 
of the matter in him he did not ſhow forth Gods praiſe in his Life: Be- 
ware of a murmuring complaining Spirit; Let us be thankful for the 
Mercies we have, and live quietly and holily in the 7 of more; 
Labour we to ſnow forth Gods praiſe by à Holy Life 
praiſe plorifiech Me, ſaith the Lord, and to him that ordereth bis Converſa- 
tion aright will I ſhow the Salvation of God, Let us order our Converſati- 
on according to the Nd of God, that's the way ro ſhow forth the Lords 
praiſe, Thus ſhall we baffle and defeat rhe Machinations of Diviners ; 
according to this time ler it be ſaid what hath the Lord wrought in 
publick, in private? Let us with a thankful Heart fo remember the for- 
mer Loving Kindneſſes of the Lord, as to expect more, and cry out, 
Awake, awale, O Arm of the Lord, put on thy Strength, as thou didſt in the 
Days of old, and revive thy work, in the midſt of our years. Let us believe 
we may have Mercies in time to come, becauſe God hath ſhown us Mer- 
cy in time paſt: Are we poor and needy, deſolate and afflicted, accord- 
ing unto ths time, it may in time to come be ſaid, what hath the Lord 
wrought ! Ler us encourage our ſelves to hope for further, from our for- 
mer Mercies ; the Lord ſends ſome Mercies to ſtrengthen Faith in him for 
more; thou haſt been (ſaith the P/a/miſt) a Shelter and a Refuge to the 
Needy ; David had known this by Experience, therefore he encourag'd 
himſelf in the Lord, and fo ſhould we be encourag d to fly to the Lord in 
Future, becauſe he has ſav'd us from former Storms: As it hath been, ſo 


is may be with us, therefore let us wait upon the Lord, he is a God of 
Judgment, 


3 Wooſo offereth Plal. 50. 23. 
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adgment, bleſſed are all they that wait for him; and now (faith the 
Pſalmiſt) ſhall mine Head be lifted up above all my Enemies reund about me, 
therefore will I offer in 1s Tabernacle Sacriſices of Foy, I will ſing, yea, I wil 
ſing Praiſes unto the Lord; the Lord hath done great things for me, he hath 
given great Salvation to me, and now I am encourag d to believe that he 
will go on to help me till he hath lifred up my Head above al mine Ene- 
mies: For his Mercy to our ſelves, for his Mercy to the Church ſhould we 
praiſe, for great is the Lord, and greatly to be praiſed, as we have heard, 
ſo have we ſeen in the City of the Lord of Hoſts; God will eſtabliſh it for 
ever, Selah. As the Lord hath begun, he may go on and perfect that 
which concerns us. The Church of God hath many Enemies, Lo 
(faith rhe Pſalmiſt) thine Enemies make a Tumult, and they that hate thee 
have lift up the Head; they ve taken crafty Counſel againſt thy . and 
conſulted againſt thy hidden Ones : (as twas then, ſo tis now, ſecretly do 
the Enemies of God conſult againft his Saints,) Saying, Come and let us 
cut them off from being a Nation, that the Name of Iſrael may no more be 
in remembrance, they have conſulted together with one Conſent, they are con- 
federate againſt thee, but the Lord will confound them, their Combina- 
tions and Conſultations ſhall come to nought; the Lord will do unto them 
4s he did unto the Midianires, as to Siſera, as to Jabin, at the Brock Kiſhon, 
which periſht at En- dor, and became as Dung for the Earth: According 
unto this time it ſhall be ſaid, what hath God wrought for Jacob and 
Iſrael againſt their Enemies? That Men may know, that He whoſe Name 
alone is JEHOVAH, 3s the meſt high over all the Earth; We ſhould be 
encourag d to make our Prayer to God, who hath done thus formerly by 
his Enemies, and who can do ſo again: Therefore ſay we, We wil bleſs 
the Lord from this time forth, and for evermore, praiſe the Lord! We've 
a remarkable Word of Encouragement from the Lord; with which I 
would conclude, Fear not thou worm Jacob, and ye few Men of Iſrael (as 
1 7 * e en ) T will help thee (faith the Lord) thy Redeemer the Holy One 
of Iſrael, 


And now according to this time, let it be ſaid of Jacob and of Iſrael, 
whar hath God wronght? And at this time, let us ſtand up, and praiſe 
the Lord in Singing Halm AL, 
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